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question their right to use the funds of the
State for the purpose of suck an enterprise
without legislative authority. 1f Parliament,
in its wisdom, should consider that a new
Stlule eunterprise, or State business concern,
of this nature ought to be estabiished, we
must accept that decision. However, I re-
frain from making any further remarks on
this subject pending the introduction ot the
Bill whieh the Government propose to bring
before Parliament. In the meantime T may
repeat the view which [ have always ex-
pressed in regard to State trading coneerns.
I am opposed to the establishment of State
tradmg concerns, 1 see no reason for alter-
ing that determination, even in regard to a
matter such as this. In my opinion, it would
have been possible for the Government to
discover a way out of the difficulty in which
they found themselves. At all events, the
Government should not have taken the action
they did take until they had legislative au-
thority for embarking on such a class of
business.

Hon. J. . Brown: That is all nonsense.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: With vegard to
migration, I weleome everything that has
been szid, and everything that has been done,
by the Government. I believe the Govern-
ment have used their best endeavours to for-
ward the migration scheme and are fully
alive to the importance of the subject. A
mighty big question is invelved, and there is
muteh that one could dilate upon. However,
I will not detain hon. members on this ocea-
sion. I hope that the scheme will extend, and
that the scttlers generally will be success-
ful 1 they are, it will be a great gratifi-
cation to every Government associated with
the migration seheme. There is one other
matter I must allude to. I wish to applaud
the Premier for the stand he took in reply-
ing to the AW, of Sydney velafive to
unwarranted interference on the part of that
gnion in the earrying out of the duties of
Government heve. As the Premier in his re-
ply rightly pointed outl. the Ministry have
taken upon themselves the responsibilities
of office. It is indeed pleasing to know that
the Premier, as head of the Government of
this State, reengnises those responsibilifies
and refuses to be swayed by any interference
from oculside hodies. That is the proper atti-
tude to adopt, and T hope it will be adopted
by every other Government here. The ve-
sponxibility for the carryiny ouf of the laws
of this land les, not upon the AW.U,, but
npon Minislers, T repeat. the Premier is

to be congratulated and applauded for the
stand he took. 1 support the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. G. Potter, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 552 p.m.

TRegislative Hagsembly,
Wednesday, 4th August, 1926.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

 pan, and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—FREMANTLE
RAILWAY BRIDGE.
Fruit for Erport.

My, SAMPSON asked the Minister for
ailways: 1, In view of requirements of ad-
ditional harbour space at Fremantle, for thé
pre-cooling of fruit and other produce fo-
shipment abroad, is it the intention of th:
(fovernment in their consideration of the
construction of a new railway bridge, to
remove the present localion in an easterly
direction, thereby providing the vequired
room? 2, Will consideration also he yiven
to the need for additional louvred railway
vans for the conveyvanece of fruit?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, The whole question of the con-
struetion of a new railway bridge is, and has
been for some time, receiving the attention
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of the expert advisers of the Government,
and until their report is received no decision
will be come to. 2, The provision of addi-
tional louvred vans for the coaveyance of
fruit will receive consideration in conjune-
tion with other rolling stock requirements of
the department.

Traffic Expedients.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is if the intention of the Rail-
way Department io go on with the erection
of a railway platform at the North Fre-
mantle terminus? 2, Lf so, when? 3, If not,
is it the intention to go on with either of
the other schemes, namely, a tramline to the
North Fremantle station, or a’ train to
North Fremantle wharf, and thence by
terry? 4, If so, when will the scheme be
put into operation?

The MINISTER ¥OR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, Ar-
rangements are being made for trains to run
to and from North Wharf during the busy
portions of the day to connect with the
ferry. 4, The combined serviee is being
brought into operation to-day.

QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAYS.
Narrogin Institute,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Ave the Government aware
thai an up-to-date railway institute is ur-
gently required at Narvogin for the use and
benefit of the large number of railway men
who are stationed there? 2, When will the
erection of a suitable bwilding for the pur-
pose be comnienced?

The MINISTER FOE RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, When funds are available.

Lake Mollerin project.

Mr. LINDSAY asked the Premier: 1, k&
le aware that larze arveas of land have been
selected castward from Lake Mollerin in
Bullfineh? 2, Will he ask the Railway Ad-
visory Board to make an inspection and
advise on the route of a railway to serve
this eountry?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No.
matter wi'l reccive consideration

2. The

QUESTION—MINING, SAND QUEEN
AND GLADSOME,

Hon. G. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Mines: Has he any ohjection to laying th»

papers relatiug to the Sand Queen and Glad-
some gold mines, Comet Vale, on the Table
of the House?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
The hon. member ¢an move for the papers
in the ordinmary way.

ADDERESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.36]:
Tt is the usval custom for the Government,
particularly in a session preceding a general
election, to put into the Governor's opening
Speech a great deal of padding. When Mr.
Scaddan was Premier we had a very long
opening address, and I think that by the
time the Governor finished reading if, prob-
ably he said, like Micawber, “Thank God,
that i1s finished with.” T am afraid that on
this latest ocecasion also His Excellency was
pleased-when he arrived at the conclusion of
his Speech. That Speech certainly contains
some excellent matter, and deals largely with
the work of the Government during the past
two years. As 15 usnal, the Speech begins
with a declaration that the financial position
of the State may be deemed satisfactory.
No doubt the financial position has eonsider-
ably improved. The hon. member who mored
the motion for the adoption of the Address- *
in-reply was eager to ascribe all the honour
for this to the present Administration. I do
nof think the Government are quite so
anxious to take the whole of that eredit to
themselves, The finaneial position has cer-
tainly improved, but in my opinion, instead
of showing a deficit of £09,142, we really
should have shown a surpiuos.

Mr. Sleeman:  We will show that next

year.

AMr. THOMSOX: So vou should, having
rezard to the amount of money presented to
vou by the Commonwealth Government. In
1923 the revenue of the State was £8,381,465
and in 1926 it amounted to £8,806,166. So
for the vear that has just passed the Gov-
ernment had an additional £426,720 with
which fo meet current expenses. The Gov-
ernor in his opening Speech said this—

Ministers recognise that continued ecare must
he exercised in relation to the finanees, and they
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are confident that the operations of the current
year will terminate the long series of annual
deficits.
A good desl of the credit for the improved
finaneial positivn is due to preeeding Gov-
ernments, who laid the foundation of our
new prosperity, Every State of the Com-
monwealth, and indeed the bulk of the coun-
tries in the world, are steadily recovering
from the effects of the war. So, too, West-
ern Australia, as the result of the develop-
mental policy that has been in existence for
many years past, must eventually hegin to
feel the benefit of the huge amount of money
now being expended within Ler houndaries.
Let me draw attention to the relative posi-
tion. TIn 1924, when the rresent Adminis-
tration took office, the debt per head of pop-
ulation was approximately £148. In 1923
also it was £148, but at the end of 1925 it
had increased to £159, or an increase during
the frst year the present Government were
in office of €11, Last year Parliament author-
ised the expenditure of £4,748,795 which, in
my caleulations, means that to-day our net
indebtedness per head of population has in-
creased from £139 to £172, or an increase
during the last 12 months of £13. I am
pleased that the Government should have
declared they recognised that continued
care must be exercised in relation to the
finances, but I am afraid they are not exer-
cising general care in their administration,
for despite an increased revenue of £426,720
last year, we went back to the tune of £99,-
142, The poliey of the Government is not
conducive to the exercise of care in our fi-
nances. We have under construetion various
works estimated fo cost approximately five
million poonds, but we have no adequate
check upon this. Last wyear the rail-
way working expenses increased by over
£100,000. The whole of the work under-
taken by the Government is being con-
structed by day labour. Of ecourse, that 15
according to  their avowed poliey, and
as they were returned fo office by the
people, who knew that if they were placed
in power they would put their policy into ef-
feet, I am not blaming them for earrving it
out. In the opinion of many of my electors
the policy is not in the best interests of the
State. and T should bhe wanting in my duty if
T did not protest against its eontinmation,
Approximately £5,000,000 vworth of publie
works are heing constructed to-day in the
form of railways, roads and buildings, and
there is no check upon the cost. The Min-

ister may argune that there is no reason why
in the case of works construeted under the
departmental day labour system the State
should not get the best return, because al
profits are eliminated. I am sure that under
this system we are not getting the best re-
sults, because there is no competition. Un-
less the trouble has been adjusted since yes-
terday a new publie huilding within 400 or
500 yards of Parliament House is being held
up by some workers. This is one of three
huildings. The union officials say that the
officer of the Public Works Department whe
has been placed in charge of the building
must go. That nltimatum has been issued to
the depavtment, The officer is endeavouring
to do his duty hy the Government, hut he
dismissed some men he thonght were not
carning their money and were incompetent.
Because of this, three public buildings are
being delayed.

The Premier: Has that condition of
things never happened under eontract?

Mr. THOMSON: No.

The Premier: Rubbish!
dozens of times.

Mr. THOMSON: It does not happen in
contraets. It is recognised that a contractor
has a right te dismiss men if, in his opinion,
they are incompetent.

The Premier: I have known of dozens of
contracts heing held up becanse of this hav-
ing been done. Probably some of your own
contracts have been held aup, and a church
may have fallen down,

Mr. THOMSON: It shows what a per-
nicious system this is, and that we are not
having our affairs administered as they
should be.

The Premier: You know that has no re-
lation to day work. It frequently happens
with contraet work as well.

Mr, THOMSON: I do not know of one
case where men have gone out on strike, and
presented an wultimaium to the contractor
stating they will not work unless the con-
tractor is put off the job. The officer in
charge of these public buildings is placed
there by the department in the same position
as a conlractor.

The Minister for Works: He is the con-
tractor’s foreman.

Mr. THOMSON: If he is not there as
eonfractor, he onght to be. He is placed in
charge of works involving a large expendi-
ture of public money.

1t has happened
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The Minisier for Works: 1 am in charge
of the money, st he.

Mr. THOMSON: He is in charge of the
work. The Minister expeets bim 10 o bis
duty and he should stand up for him, and
see that the State receives proper value for
the money expended.

The Minister for Works:
that.

Mr. THOMSON: The building is hueg
up because the union officials say the officer
in charge must go.

The Premier: He has not gone yet.

Mr. THOMSON: That is a sample of
what we have to face in the administration of
our public finance. It is not in the interesis
of economical Government that we shouid
continue this policy of day labour in con-
nection with public works. Tenders should
be invited for all works and if the tender of
the department is lower than that of the eon-
tractors, the Government would be justified
in accepting it.

Mr. Hughes:
that. :

Mr. THOMSON: When a contractor
signs a contract for a public work, he has to
carry it out within the amount of the esti-
mate. If an engineer fails to carry out work
at the price submitted, the Minister should
look for another man to do the job.

Mr. George: And place the maiter in the
hands of an independent man to see that the
work is carried out and that the specifiea-
tions are not altered.

Mr. THOMSQN: The hon, member, who
was Minister for Works for many years, says
it will be necessary to place an independent
officer in the position to sce that the speci-
fications are not altered. This shows the
methods adepted by the department.

Mr. George: I do not say this method has
been adopted, but it is the logical sequence
of what you say.

Mr. THOMSON: In the interests of the
State tenders should be invited for all publie
works. Some time ago the Leader of the
Opposition, when Premier, introduced a Bill
to provide for the appointment of a Pablic
Works Committee. I regret that another
place defeated it. Such a committee should
be established to inquire into the various
publiec works that are to be carried out. Last
vear we passed Loan Estimates for approxi-
mately £5,000,000. I am not easting any re-
flection upon the present Government when
I say that any Minister ¢an spend this money
on some costly scheme without there being
anv check npon it. Whilst logically this

I will sce to

The contractors object to

House is in charge of the finances, actually
ail we ¢an do is to vote the money and it is
then expended. A Public Works Committee
should be appointed to deal with all works
involving big expenditure. 'The Govern-
ment said if they were returned to office they
would restore the 44-hour week to those who
had enjoyed it, but had been deprived of it.
They are strong believers in arbitration. They
pay the Commissioner of Railways £2,000 a
year to.administer the affairs of his depart-
ment, but the Government have gone outside
the Arbitration Court and given the railway
employees the 44 hours and an increase in
wages.

Mr, George: The result is reflected in the
Teport. -

Mr. THOMSON: That is so. Thank God
we have competition on the roads, or the rail-
way freights would have been considerably
increased. There is no shadow of doubt
abont that.

The Premier: There is no shadow of justi-
fication for that statement.

Mr. THOMSON: We can only go by pre-
cedent. When the Leader of the Opposition
was in power Mr. Justice Burnside gave a
considerable inercase in wages to the rail-
way men. I do not mind that, hut im-
mediately after, the Government levied an
increase on the railway freights in all direc-
tions to meet the inercased expenditure. T
have no doubt if we had the inner knowledge
possessed by the Minister we woulid learn that
the Commissioner bas said that a eousider-
able increase in freight would be negessucy
in certain directions fo recoup the depart-
ment for this increased expenditure.

The Premier: He has not said any such

thing.

Mr. THOMSON: I know it is public
knowledge.

The Minister for Railways: It is entirely
wrong,

Mr. THOMSON: I will show the Min-
ister where il appeared in the public Press.
If it is wrong I am sorry.

The Minister for Railways: [ thought you
were going to produce the files. You always
have some inside information.

Mr. THOMSON : There is no bogey about
this,

The Premier: Perhaps it appeared in the
“Leader” or ““The Primary Producer.”

Mr. THOMSON: It may have been in the
“Worker.” At all events it meant consider-
ably increased expenditure for the depart-
ment,
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The Minister for Railways: Motor com-
petition wounld hardly lead to a,reduction .in
freights on super. :

Mr. THOMSON: I am not discussing
that point. The inerease in wages has added
another £90,000 to the. expenditure, and I
think the working expenses are £143,000 more
than last year. We know what the 44
hour week is costing us in the railways, and
what this administrative act of the Govern-
ment is also costing us. Out of loan moneys
we have expended £3,000,000 on works that
are carried out under a policy over which we
have no check.

The Premier:
spent on wages?

Mr. THOMSON: Ii is not possible for
any member to arrive at the additional cost
incurred as a result of the policy of the Gov-
ernment. '

The Premicr: Your people got a fair slice
of that four millions, without its going in
wages at all. You are two or three millions
out, but that is nothing for you.

Mr. THOMSON: I regret that the Min-
ister for Works has left the Chamber. -

The Minister for Lands: He cannot stand
your incorrect statements.

Mr. THOMBON: I speak subject to cor-
rection, but I believe he was reported in the
Press as having stated at Bayswater that the
Government had balaneed the ledger by giv-
ing inereases of two millions pounds to the
public servants and the railway employees.
That is an excellent way fo balanece the
ledger.

Mr. Richardsin: Two million pounds?

Mr. THOMSON : No; £200,000,

Mr. Marshall: That is about as aceurate
as the rest.

The Premier: The member for Katanning
is not more inaceurate than usual.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not want it to be
supposed that T am advocating reduction of
wages, but the method deseribed by the Min-
ister for Works is a curious one of giving
close scrutiny and continued care fo the
finances of the State. I recognise that we
must borrow money to open up and develop
Western Australia; but in the opinion of the
party T represent, the method of day work,
as against contract, is not in the best infer-
asts of the State. T do not profess ta he
an expert in finance.

The Premier: That iz an unnecessary
observation.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not know that even
the Premier is an cxpert in finance. Pro-

Has that £5,000,000 been

bably we are on a- par in that respeet.
If T were in the Premier's place, perhaps
I .coald speak with a good deal more author-
ity on the finances of the State, since [
would know the iuner workings and the jug-
gling of figures that possibly takes placc.
L can merely deal with the figures supplied
by the Treasury. Subjeet to ¢orrection, I say

. that those figures disclose a system by which

articles purchased out of loan funds, under
the Government Property Sales aceount, are
put into revenue acconnt. Whilst it is true
that onr deficits show considerable reduetion,
our loan expenditure is chiefly responsible
for the position in which we find ourselves.
[ would like to point out to the Government
where they may save a small amount of
money. I brought this matter under the
Government's notice on the last Estimates.
It has been laid down time and again, more
particularly by the present Government, who
are strong believers in State trading, that
public utilities are not to be used for profit-
making. Generally speaking, however, Gov-
ernmend activities in every direetion are now
being utilised as taxing machines. T am not
charging the present Government with hav-
ing initiated the system of transferring
money from loan to the Government Pro-
perty Sales Fund. That system eame into
existenee in 1904, and therefore the present
Treasurer is merely continuing an old-estab-
lished practice. However, I wisk fo deal
with the Fremantle Harbour Trust. The
“Statistical Abhstract’” shows that last year
the Fremantle Harbour Trust, after paying
contributions to the State sinking fund and
the whole of its working expenses and dis-
bursements for salaries and wages, and also
renewals, paid into Consolidated Revenue a
surplus of £140,517. Moreover, last yvear's
Loan Estimates ineloded an amount of
£75,000 to provide for new works. If onr
finanein] methods render it necessary to
eharge works of that deseription to loan ac-
count, why continue to levy upon the port
of Fremantle such charges as leave an an-
nual profit of £140,5177 Some people may
argue that this does not matter, becaunse the
shipowners pay the charges; but the digest
which is furnished shows that shipowners
pay 31 per cent. of the harhonr dues and
cargo owners 68 per cent. This means that
the public of Wiestern Anustralia have to pay
the 68 per cent, because the cargo owners
pess those payments on with some additional
percentage. If the Government propese to
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put into effect their policy of not runming
public utilities for profit, but of runniny
them in the. interesis of the people, - they
should abelish the super.charges imposed by
the Fremantle Harbour Trust on eargo com-
ing into and going out of the port. The
Fremantle Harbour Trust Commissioners are
paid by this State to administer the port.
Aceording to the evidence submitted;, the
Commissioners submitted to the Government
a recommendation for the abolition of out-
side pilotage, which wonld mean a saving
of £10,000 to the shipping at Fremantle.
Yet the Government continne that charge.

" The Minister for Lands: I teld you last
year that that is untrue, and I tell you so
now.

Mr. THOMSON: The profit shown of
£140,000 and the £10,000 for unnecessary
pilotage represent a possible saving of
£150,000 per annum to the people of West-
ern -Anstralia,

Mr. Sleeman: What amount is lost on the
wheat ¥

Mr. THOMSON: Other ports would be
very glad indeed fo have the volume of
trade passing throngh Fremantle, and would
be onty too pleased to have the wheat traffie
diverted to them.

Mr. Steeman: The cost of handling has
to be paid.

Mr. THOMSOXN: The work that is being
done at Fremantle is paid for. The hon.
member interjecting shoumld feel highly
pleased that so large a quantity of wheat
goes throngh his particular port.

The Minister for Lands: I am pleased to
see the wheal passing through, but there is
no charge on the wheat,

Mr. THOMSOX : T did not say there was.
I am dealing with the unneecessary charges
that are being levied. I am not now dealing
with wheat. My object is to show that the
people are being supercharged by the port
of Fremantle to the tune of £140,000 an-
nually, and that to this extent costs could be
reduced for the benefit of the people. The
figures I have quoted show that the Gov-
ernment are not exercising that care which
a private eitizen would nse in running his
own business. If a private cibizen saw a
means of reducing his working costs by
£150,000 annually, he would do it.

The Premier: And vou call that redueing
working costs!

Mr. THOMSON: A profit of £140,000 is
shown for.the yeéar,.and that profit the
Treasurer collars and then exhibits as a
proof .of the administrative capacity of the
Government. On the other side, the (ov-
ernment .borrow . £75,000 for unecessary
works in the port of Fremantle. That is
how the finances of the State are being
juggled to-day.

The Premier : You are a gem, to talk
about reducing working costs!

Mz, THOMSON: The Government can
reduce their working eosts or charges. SBuch
a reduection would mean lessened costs to
the: people, because it is the public who pay
eveninally, though allegedly the shipowners
are paying 31 per cent, and the cargo own-
ers 08 per cent. We can rest assured that
actually the. public pay the lot. I am
anxious that in a Government utility, out
of whielh, according to the Government’s
poliey, no profit ought to be made, the
charges should be as fow as possible. Now
I turn to another portion of the Governor's
Speech— ‘

Every encouragement has been given to the
secondary indupstries, and an amount aggre-
gating £62,680 was guaranteed on advance dur-
ing the year to ninc separate companies,

I presume that the money has heen ad-
vanced to the companies by way of loan,
and T hope the lending of the money will
result in the firm establishment of seeond-
ary industries here. However, I have grave
doubts about that. At Bayswater, where
the Minister for Works made his remarks
regarding the £200,000 which he had given
to Government employees by way of re-
ducing the deficit, he also stated that he
was pleased there were several secondary
industries about to start in Western Aus-
tralia. This State requires large quantities
of agrienltural machinery. We have the
State Tmplement Works, which unfortun-
ately are not showing a profit. I regret to
state that the machinery supplied by thosz
works is not as popular with the majority
of oagriculturists as one would desire on
behalf of articles manufaetured in West-
ern Australia. The Government have indi-
cated their intention to proceed with the
development of their land settlement poliexy.
and it is escential, therefore, that farge sup-
plies of agricultural machinerr shall be
available, for without the necessarv machi-
nery agricultural development cannot be ex-
tended. It will be within the knowledge
of members that recently Mr. McKay, of
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the Sunshine Harvester Works of Vietoria,
came to Western' Australia with the object
of establishing similar works here. * No
doubt the Government received him with
open arms. ‘ ’

- The Premier: I did not see him,

Mr, THOMSON : The Premier should
have seen him. C

The Premier :
upon me. .

Mr. THOMSON : He should have done su.
At any rate, a Minister of the Crown ex-
pressed his pleasure at knowing that Mr.
MeKay proposed to esiablish these works
in Western Australia. Prior to arriving at
such a decision, no doubt Mr. McKay de-
sired to make certain inguiries, and for that
reason he approached the unions in West-
ern Australia, He asked the representa-
tives of those unions 'if they would work
here under similar conditions to those under
which their fellow workmen in Vietoria
were operating, ‘ '

Mxr. Panton: What did they tell him?

Mr, THOMSON: The hon. member knows
very well,

Mr. Panton: They told him that he would
have to abide by the laws of the land.

Mr. THOMSON : The Labour (Govern-
ment have put into the mouth of His
Majesty's representative the statement [
have referred to regarding the encourage-
ment they have given to secondary indus-
tries. I do deplore the fact that the Min-
ister for Works was not in the metropolitan
arca when Mr. McKay was here.

Mr. Sleeman: Would you have him hreak
the law?

Mr. THOMSON: Tt amubes me to hear
some people talk about law and order.

Mz. Panton: Hear, hear! That is whay
we have been saying for years.

Mr. THOMSON: Some people nre pre-
pared to mairntain law and order when it
suits them. Arbitration Court awards are
excellent when they happen to suit some
people, and that is the position that con-
fronts us now. Here was a firm desirons
of establishing a seeondary industry ‘in
Western Australia, in order to manufactucs
locally machines that now have te be im-
ported from Victoria, It would have meant
a valuable addition to Western Australian
industries, and wounld have provided work
for many men in the establishment of an
industry that must have succeeded had it
been allowed to be set up here. No doubt

He should have called

Mr. McKay, in arriving at his decision to
come to Western Australia, bad weighed
up the position. He realised that taxation
was much higher in Western Australia than
in Vietoria, but lie was prepared to take
cognisance of the fact that the saving of
the cost of transporting machines from the
Eastern States would make up for the
differcnce in taxation. As Western Aus-

- tralia is the ¢nly State in the Common-

wealth that is opening up and developing
lands in a way that requires the use of agri-
cultural machinery, Mr. MeKay wished to
cstablish his industry in this State. Yet,
what did the unicns do? One would aatur-
ally have supposed that the Government,
who say they are desirous of supporting
secondary industries, would have been
willing to counienance workmen here being
employed under the same conditions as ave
the workers in Vietorta. 1f those condi-
tions obtained, the more efficient worker
would be able to earn a little more than the
man who was not so eflicient. 1 am sorry,
however, that the policy of the Trades Hall
in Wiestern Australia, and elsewhere in tha
Commonwealth as well, is such that they
do not want men to hecome efficient. They
want the workers to be paid on thé sama
basis.

Mr. Panton: Rats!

Mr. THOMSON: It is not a case of
“Rats.” It is a fact, and youn know it.

Mr. Panton: I do not.

Mr. Marshall: What about the Avbifra-
tion Court awards?

Mr. THOMSON : T have simply stated the
position as it exists to-day.

Mr. Marsholl: You would not get any-
thing if the conditions you suggest were to
obtain.

My, Grifiiths: T would be sorry if the hon.
member were not better than you.

Mr. THOMSON: I am sorry that the
nnions said, in effeet, that they welcomed
Mr. McKay coming to Western Australia
for the purpose of establizhing another sec-
ondary industry, provided he complied with
their conditions.

Mr. Panton: Nothing of the sort. They
merely ‘said he mnst comply with the condi-
tions obtaining in Wesfern Australia.

Mr. THOMSOX: Whet T have set out
represents the effeet of the answer the unions
gave to Mr. MeKay.

Mr. Panton: What conditions are they
working under?



[4 Avcust, 1926.] 67

Mr. THOMSON: The conditions offered
were such that the nnionists here lost a
glorious opportunity of providing more
work for men in Western Australia. I have
heard the member fur Menzies {Mr. Pan-
ton) and others say repeatedly that they
stand for Australia and that they are
Australians frst. 1€ conditions existing in
Vieloria are satisfactory to the workers
there—

Mr, Panton: That is why workers leave
YVietoria!

Mr. THOMSON : —and the men there are
receiving higher wages per week on the
average than are the workers in the State
TIinplement Works here, [ cannot understand
why the Government and the unions were so
foolish as to turn the proposition down.

The Premier: Do vou know that, notwith-
standing the tyranny youn suggest, Melkay
is operating here now? Do you know that
his firm is already at work?

Mr. Marshall: The memher for Katanning
linows nothing!

Mr. Sleeman: And if his people support
MeKay as well as they support the State
Implement Works, there will not be much
to talk about.

The Premier: The member for Katanning
wounld like MeKay to be driven out by the
unions! He is sorry that the firm is operat-
ing here.

Mr. THOMSON: The firm has been here
for some time hut is heve despite the unions.

The Premier: That i ver: nice!

Mr. THIOMSON: During the course of
this session, eonsiderable discussion will take
place regarcing the financial proposals, and
we will be told that the high tariff and other
conditions are injurious to Western Aus-
tralia. If we are to encourage the establish-
ment of secondary induatries in Western
Australia, it will not be in the interests of
the trade unionists, or of the State, if they
eontinue to adopt the attitude indicated re-
cently. They should exercise a little more
leniency than we have seen lately.

Mr. Panton: You should talk to the
president of the Arbitration Court in that
strain. He controls our destinies.

Mr. THOMSOX : There is nothing in any
Arbitration Court award to prevent a man
working on the basis of payment by resulis.
The policy adopted by the unions places a
restriction upon the men and prevents that
svstem beine carried out. That is the dif-
ferenee. The unions are opposed to piece-
work and a Labour Government that can in-

clude such a reference to secondary indus-
tries in the Governor's Speech should adept
a different attitude on sveh a question as
that to which 1 have referred. They should
see that those desirous of establishing see-
ondary industries in  Western Australia
should have an equal opportunity to estab-
lish them here, and to operate under such
conditions as woulé enable them to eompete
with firms operating in other parts of the
Commonwealth.

The Premier: We will speak to them about
it.

My. THOMSON: On the contrary, if we
ask men here fo comply with conditions that
are satisfactory to workmen in Vieloria, we
should expect the Government and the unions
here to accept those condilions.

Mr. Panton: Not neecessarily so.

Mr. THOMSON : With reference to taxa-
tion imposed in Western Australia, no Trea-
surer, since 1 have been in this House, has
been in the happy posit:on now occupied
by the preseni Treasurer. He is not in that
position beeause of any edministrative ae-
tions of his own.

The Minister for Mines: Oh no, of course
not!

Mr. THOMSON : He owes his happy posi-
tion to the assistance rendered by the Fed-
eral Government.

The Premier: I have not handled £1 of it

et.
y Mr. THOMSON: The Premier said that
e had £350,000.

The Premier: I also said that not one
shilling had been utilised Yet, according
to vou, I am in a happy position!

Mr. THOMBON: What about the £790,-
000 vyou received to rednce the liability on
account of soldier settlement?

The Minister for Lands: We have not
zot a penny of it.

Mr. THOMSON: Why not?

The Minister for Lands: Because the Fed-
eral Government have to pass the necessary
Bill and we have to pass a Bill here.

Mr. THOMSON : That is so, but the Gov-
ernment could have taken advantage of that
last year.

The Minister for Lands: No, we could not
have taken advantage of if.

Mr. THOMSOX: At any rate, I do not
want to go into that question now.

The Minister for Lands: Because vou do
not know anything about it, and that is
what you know about most other things.

Mr. THOMSON : Noboly knows anything
but the Minister. It is vemarkable that,
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whenever a point is raised, that is the sort
of thing that is said to me _

The Premier: You are Sir Oracle!
know everything about everything!

Mr, THOMSON: The Premier certainly
told us that he had received £350,000, but
it had not been touched.

The Premier: It is in the bank.

Mr. THOMSON : And then he will receive
£200,000 this year. The (Government say
that they desire to assist in the establishment
of secondary industries. T that is to be
accomplished, then we must place any person
cesirous of establishing an industry here in
a posifion comparable with that of those who
have established industries in Vietoria. I
hope, therefore, that the Government will
advise the House what they propose to do
regarding the £350,000 they bave in the bank.

The Premier: | am not too suve that we
will.

Mr. Marshall: The member for Katanning
should write a letter to the Premier, who will
tell him all about it.

Mr. THOMSON: As 2 matter of fact, T
understand the money has to be spent with
the approval of Parliament, so that the Pre-
mier must of necessity submit his proposals
to Parliament. 1 hope the (Government will
take into consideration the question of re-
ducing our high taxation.

Mr. Marshull: That was the position when
your party were in office.

Mr. THOMSON: The taxation is higher
now. The Government have received more
money from taxation than in those days,

The Minister for Lands: Another 714 per
cent, will he knocked off this year.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That is nothing
to what will be added to our taxation.

Mr. THOMSON : The Government receive
considerably more from land tax and they
have exploited other means of taxation as
well.

The Premier: We are not doing so. You
ure really a most reckless individual! Tax-
ation has been reduced. Try and stick to
faets now and again.

Mr. Marshall: That is impossible.

Mr. THOMSON: It is within the know-
ledye of the Honse that we imposed increased
langd taxation, amounting to more than double
the earlier fax.

The Premier: And we gave it away.

Mr. THOMSON : If is also common know-
ledge thai the valuation basis upon which
ihat tax was levied was increased threefold.

You

The Premier: The Government did not
oceasion that inerease,

Mr, THOMSON: That was a considerable
inerease. We also know that there was
levied upon the people—and I supported the
proposal—an amusement tax which the Pre-
micr stated reeently represented an addi-
tionzl £10,000 that could have been ndded to
the returns for this financial year, It is use-
less for thy Premier to say that taxation has
not been increased. There was a feld of
taxation that was evacnated by the Common-
wealth and entered by the State. (enerally
gpeaking taxation is beavier all round and
it is useless for the Premier to contend other-
wise,

The Premier: There is not 8 word of truth
in that.

Mr. THOMSON: The Premier caunot say
that taxation has not been increased. I op-
posed the increased land tax, but ¥ supported
the proposal of the Honorary Minister that
the amusement tax which the Federal Gov-
ernment were foregoing should be collected
h:- the State.

The Minister for Lands: That was ear-
marked for a certain purpose,

Mr. THOMSON: That is so—Ffor hospi-
tals, but it meant a saving to the State of
that amount. Even so, the Government had
not sufficient money to meet the demands
of all our hospitals. I repeat that our taxa-
tion on incomes is too high. Iu Vietoria the
masimum rate on incomes derived from per-
sonal exertion is G14d., and from property
1s. 13%4d. in the pound. Here the maximum
is 4s. 3%4c., which high rate is certainly not
condueive to the establishment of secondary
industries. Neither does it lead to the re-
tention of capital within the State. T is
well known that large sums of money have
been taken from Western Australia and in-
vested in Vietoria. T lhope that one of the
uses to which the Premier will devote the
£350,000 received from the Federal Govern-
ment will be materially to reduce the income
tax. Under the heading of “Migration” the
Speech states—

My Minigters realise that an nctive policy of
migration is essential to the development of the
country. Arising out of the new agreement
finalised between the Imperial Government anil
the Commonwealth Government in April last
year, and a new agreement between the Com.
meonwealth Government and the State Govern-
ment in Oetober last. a proposal for an ex-
penditure of £6,000.000 on land settlement (in-

cluding the present group settlements) and
£4,612,388 on public works, was submitted. The
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Jommonwealth Goverament propose to appoint
t commission to report and advise on these pro-
icets, and also upon schemes submitted by
ither States. My Ministers, however, anxious
0 proceed with the prompt settlement of
nigrants and the construction of necessary
Jublic works, have obtained approval for an
xpenditure of £629,000 as a preliminary ad-
‘ance, A supplementary agreement has been
signed embodying terms in respect to the exist-
ny group scttlement scheine whieh are retro-
ipective as from lst June, 1922, -

{t is satisfactory indeed that we are to ob-
ain that mouney at 1 per cent. for the first
ive years. It is the first time that money
ias been made available to the Treasurer at
such a rate. Provided it is spent wisely so
:hat it gives a fair return to the State, eon-
siderable benefit must result.  Unemploy-
ment, unfortunatety, is always with us at
this season of the year. The weather pre-
vents the continuance of outside work, and is
responsible for a certain amount of the un-
gmployment,

Mr. Hughes: It is the system.

Mr, THOMSON: I hope that wise ex-
penditure of public money will enable the
Governnment to overcome the difficulty. Let
me now deal with the group settlement poliey
which involves an expenditure of six millions
of money. Thbe Government should give the
House at the earliest possible moment a de-
tailed statement of the money actually ex-
pended on group settlement. 1 bad the priv-
ilege of visiting some of the groups

The Minister for Lands: And caused a
lot of disturbanee on them,

Mr. THOMSON: Nothing of the sort, I
did not cause any disturbanee on any group
I visited.

The Premier: I see you have an organiser
down in the Nelson distriet.

Mr. George: You have one down there
also, have you not?

The Premier: There would not have been
any groups if you had had your way.

Mr, THOMSON: On the groups I met
some of the finest people that it has been
my privilege to meet anywhere.

The Premier: I hope the Press will pub-
lish that statement. There are votes in it.

Mr. THOMSON: In visiting the groups
T merely exercised the privilege of any Par-
liamentarian, Even though a man is living
on & group, he should not be debarred from
receiving visitors representing any section of
political thought.

Mr. George:
that.

You need not be afraid of

Mr, THOMSON: We realise that the re-
representatives of other sections have visited
the groups, and though the hope has been
expressed that politics would not he intro-
duced, nevertheless those men and women
have the same privileges attaching to the
franchise as have the people in the cities.

Mr. Wilson: Who said otherwise?
The Premier: That is a profound state-
ment. Tell us now that two and two make

four. .

Mr. THOMSON: I offer no apology for
having visited tbe groups, and I offer no
apology for having endeavoured to organise
the group settlers to support the movement
with which I am associated. Similar steps
have beco taken by our friends on the Gov-
ernment side.

Mr. Marshall:
chance now.

Mr. THOMSON: Tt is the sineere wish of

But you have speilt your

. my party and of the association I represent

that the settlers who are worthy should re-
main on the groups. It was only from that
point of view that we, as a party, after dis-
cussing the matter, waited on the Minister
for Lands with & desire to assist him.

The Premier: And made awfal fools of
yourselves.

Mr. Marshall: That would be impossible.

Mr. THOMSON: We pointed out what
we considered would be a sound method of
administering the groop settlements. With
all due respect to members of the House who
arc jeering at me, I maintain that if there
is one se¢tion who can honestly appeal to
the group settlers, it 1s the section I repre.
sent, because our main plank is fo assist
those who are endeavouring to make a Iiv-
ing from the soil.

The Premier: Although you yourself are
not making a living from the soil.

Mr. THOMSON: Let the Premier make a
little inquiry before offering a statement like
that. T have probably more interest in the
soil than has the Premier.

The Premier: I do not profess to be repre-
senting them.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not make profes-
sions, I wish to deal impartially with the
group settlement question and offer a sug-
gestion which would be in the interests of
the settlers as well as of the State. At a
meeting of the Country Party a resolution
was carried dealing with the limitation of
earnings on the groups, and stressing thne
necessity for contraet prices based on esti-
mates of the group field officers, or by ecal-
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ling tenders among the groupies without any
limitation being placed on the earnings. We
were not permitted to go very much farther.
The Minister was very courteous, but he gave
us a long speech which oceupied a good deal
of space in the newspaper.

My, Griffiths: You can’t beat an old dog
for a hard road. :

Mr. THOMSON: As a matter of fast, the
Minister has altered that twice. Let me draw
a comparison. The Labour Party stand
solidly for day labour.

Mr. Wilson: They don’t.

Mr, THOMSON: They do; the policy of
the Government is that the whole of the pub-
lic works under eonstruetion shall be carried
out by day labour.

Mr. Wilson: The coal miners have been
piece workers all their lives.

The Minister for Lands: What has that
to do with group settlement?

Mr. THOMSON: When a man is engaged
to construei roads or railways, day labour
is the only poliey that the present Govren-
ment will adopt. When it comes to opening
up and developing land, the Government say
that the day labour policy is unsound.

The Minister for Lands: What has that
to do with group settlement.

Mr. THOMSON: Day labour, in the
opinion of the Government, is a sound policy
when roads and railways and bridges are be-
ing construeted, but not for land settlement
work. The Government are not consistent.
When the Minister introduced the particular
clause against which the settlers protested
—and rightly so—he said he would not al-
low them to earn more than £3 per week.

The Minister for Lands: I said nothing
of the kind.

Mr. THOMSON: That i what the Press
credited the Minister with having said.

The Minister for Lands: I do not care a
hang what the Press said. I do not believe
you saw that state¢ in the Press.

Mr. THOMSON: FEither what I have
stated is common sense, or there has been
something wrong in the administration of
our group settlement poliecv. If land which
originally cost from £15 to £20 per acre to
clear—I am moderate in my estimate—

The Premier: You are moderate, if not
modest.

Mr. THOMSON: And the foreman in
charge had declaved that the Government
conld get that land cleared at £9 an acre,
it seems to m2 a sound proposition to en-
courage those on the groups to work harder

so as to keep the cost ©f clearing within
that figure. What matter how much they
earn so long as the give vulue to the State.
The Government are of opinion that the
settlers clearing this lan! at £9 per acre
bave been making too much money. But
bave they not been working a great deal in
their own time? If in the opinion of the
Government £3 per acre is more than the
work of “learing should cost, how in the
name of common sense are the Government
going to levy a charge of from £15 to £209
The Government should be satisfied to have
the land cleared at £9 an acre.

The Minister for Lands: You are talking
bunkum.

Mr. THOMSON: I am dealing with a
subject in which a million pounds is involved
and in which the prosperity of the settlers
is at stake. Have we not told them that they
are snre of a means of living? Therefore,
we must see that justice is done to them, and

“we have that duty to perform. I am drawing

attention to the position that the Govern-
ment have placed themselves in by limiting
the earnings of the settlers. What I am
telling the House is what was told to me by
group settlers that I met.

Mr, A. Wansbhrough: By those who eleared
out.

The Minister for Lands: There is only one
of your party who knows anything about the
subject, and he would not go with you.

Mr, THOMSON: We went to the Min-
ister with a sincere desire to do some-
thing. TUnfortunately T belicve the Minister
thought we were trying to make political
capital out of it

Mr. Wilson: You are not coing that now.

Mr. THOMSON: XNo; I am dealing with the
position as we found if. Another matter
that we brough* under the notice of the Gov-
ernment was ke necessity for giving seeurity
of tenure at the earliest date. I will read to
the House a letter that T reccived from a
group settler—

I regret this week we are losing one of our
best mea with four boys. I can stake my life
on these people being abselutely genuine far-
mers. How long this kind of thing is going to
last, T do not know. We are losing the eream
of England’s best men. They are fine fellows
who I know are triers. No one with a family
of five to support could live on 6s. 2d. a dav.
I know that those who have worked with me
on sustenance have done more than their duty
towards this greaf land settlement scheme, Tt
has not been my luck to be with them on the
last pay, beeanse of sickness. I assure vou T
conld do better in Perth. T have been educated
in horticulture and agriculture with some of
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the finest men Britain cver produced, and cven
50 I can see failure before my eyes. I cannot
see on this group many who are going to make
a success. We have lost some fine fellows, yet
at this juncture I must not move for fear of
losing my spare time efforts and the money that
I have laid out, by being put off. We are only
occupiers of the land.

We are faced with a very serious problem
and the House, as well as the: Government,
will have to grapple with it. What I have
read is not an isolated instance; scores were
brought under our notice. The position is
that when a man goes on to a group he is
given the right to ocenpy il. There are men
of the type of the writer of the letter I have
just read who have gone on the groups with
a genuine desire to make good. They have
doné their part and they have eleared land
in their gpare time. Somc have even used
up their own capital in effecting improve-
ments, and yet the position fo-day is that if
they have a row with the foreman they are
liable to be turned off, Of course we know
that the Minister has previded a Board of
Appeal. A settler may perhaps offend a
foreman and is then suspended. Such a
thing has happened; I am not guoting & sup-
positious case. Some of the group foremen
have pals and they ean make it so wuncom-
fortable for a settler who has an improved
preperty, that that settler will not stay un
it Then the foreman’s pal may be put on
the block.

The Minister for Lands: A foreman's pal
on the group cannot go on it.

Mr. THOMSON: The foreman may have
a friend whom he may desire to work in.

Tlte Minister for Lands: That is not trne.
All changes are made at the head office and
not at the groups.

Mr. THOMSON: I am going to tell the
House what a group settler, who is a thinker,
told us. e said, “What is my position here?
I am not to do any more spare-time work.”
I said to him that his attitude was rather
foolish because the more he did the better
it would be for himself and his block. He
replied “I thought so too, but it has been
stated in the newspapers on the authority of
the Minister that there would be sowme fail-
ures and that if there were failores it would
not matter hecanse others would eome along
to take their place.”

The Minister for Lands: Is that not true?

Mr. TIIOMSON : The settiers declare that
they are merely being made use of in order
to prepare the country for others who are to
follow.

Mr. Sleeman: You are actually making

the member for Teodyay (Mr. Lindsay)
laugh,
Mr. THOMSON: The remarks I have

quoted were made to me by an Englishman
who went from the boat straight to the
groups, and he has never been off his hleck
since he started on it four years ago. He
has effected wany improvements on his
property and told me that he had no meney
now. He had a little capital of his own but
had spent it all. e bad also done a consid-
erable amount of spare time work, but that
his neighbour was merely doing just exaetly
what he was obliged to do under instruetions
from the foreman. He added, “T realise that
when my block comes to he valued and wmy
neighbour’s bloek is valued, they will dis-
tribute the cost. His block and mine may,
for the sake of argument, be worth £1,800,
but we know that that amount will be eon-
siderably reduced. It has been stated that
that will be so if the scheme is to be a sue-
cess—the ecapital cost will have to be re-
duced.”” When that man’s block is valued
the holder will be told that the value will
cover clearing, departmental supervision,
feneing, and the hounse, and the value will
be written down to say £1,000.

The Minister for Lands: Very few have
cost £1,800.

Mr. THOMSON: The Royal Commission
reported that the farms were going to cost
that amount. I am referring te blocks when
completed. This group settler said that when
his block was being valued, the authorities
won!d take into consideration the faet that
he had 30 acres eleared. The group settler
argued that the authorities would say that
his land was more valuzble from the Agri-
cultural Bank point of view, and that they
would be ahle to pget another £300 or so
for it it it was put on the market. That muan,
aceording to the group settler, would be pen-
alised to the extent of about £300 or £400
in respect of his property.

The Minister for Lands: Have I not told
vou o =score of times that they do not take
the spare time effort into consideration.

Mr. THOMSON: I am not dealing with
the first valuation made by the Government,
but with the position fo be faced when the
writing down of the blocks takes place.

The Minister for Lands:
know it will take place?

How do you
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Mr. THOMSON: Of course it will, and
the sooner it is done the better it will be for
the State.

The Minister for Lands: It has nothing to
do with this question in any shape or form.

Mr. THOMSON: At any rate, that is the
statement made to me by a man who has been
on the group ever since he came bere.

The Minister for Lands: Could you not
have advised that settler that they would all
be placed on a footing of equality?

Mr. THOMSON: Under the adminisira-
tion of the present Minister, the Industries
Assistance Aet has been amended and the
Board has been given power to write down
seeurities. No one knows better than the
Minister that there are scores of parallel
cases to that referred to by the group set-
tler, that have taken place in connection with
the Industries Assistance Board.

The Minister for Lancs: T know nothing
of the sort. ‘

Mr. THOMSON: T know there are such
cases herause they have bappened in my own
distriet.

The Minister for Lands:
know the best of the lot!

Mr, THOMSON : At any rate, seeing that
this took place in my district, no one should
know better than 1.

The Minister for Lands: Youn also know
that it was vour duty to tel! the group settler
{hat the spare time effort would not be taken
into consideration.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 could not make the
statement beecause I had no authority to do
50.

The Minister for Lands: You eould have
made the statement.

Mr. Griffiths: At any rate, you have the
stutement now.

My, THOMSON: Our great trouble re-
garding group settlement here is

The Minister for Landz: That T would not
buy land at Katanning.

Mr. THOMSON: T will deal with that
point later.

The Minister for Lands: T would like you
to give ws the {ruth.

Mr. THOMSON: I am giving the truth
and also advice that is in ihe best interests
of the group settlers. and of the State.

The Minister for Lands: I will take no
adviee from von.

Mr. THOMSON: Of course not! The
Ministers prefers to bhe hlind! He prefers
to lose men who should he retained on the
blacks.

You seem to

The Minister for Lands: The groug
settlers will get better assistance from mu
than they will ever get from you.

Mr. THOMSON: Apparently the polie
of the Government is to allow men with de
pendants, men possessed of energy anc
ability, to leave their blocks.

The Premier: This has all been got uy
for the bentfit of the Nealson anc Susse:
clectorates, as well as others. It will be ir
print there next week.

Mr, THOMSON: Thal is the position wi
are faced with regarding the group settle
ment scheme. It is in the inerests of thi
State that we should give the settlers prope:
seenrity of tenure.

Mr. A, Wansbrough: They have got it.

Mr. THOMSON: They Lave not, and it i
nonsense to say that they have.

The Minister for Lands: Tell me how you
would do if.

My, THOMSON : If 2 man has land unde:
conditional purchase econditions or has :
homestead black, it is his, provided that h
complies with certain conditions. His lanc
eon be mortgaged. The Country Part
offerec a suggestion to svercome this diffi
culty in all sincerity.

The Minister for Lands: Yeou offered n
suggestion; voa could noi do it.

Mr. THOMSON: At zny rate. the Min
ister lhas said he would take no notice of it

The Minister for Lands: I did not sa
that. 1 was speaking abaut vou.

Mr. THOMSON: We went to the Ministe
as & deputation. We endeavoured to shov
why the Government were losing the typ
of settlers that should be retained on thei
blocks. I want to see the scheme a suecess
I want to see the settlers given everv en
couragement to work. That is not being
done at present.

The Minister for Lands: It is.

Mr. THOMSON : T say it is not.
all, it is a matter of opiniaon.

The Minister for Lands: The position i
that T know, and you do not.

Mr. THOMSON: There is another phas
of the work which was placed hefore th
Minister. We suggested thai an effor
should bhe made to secure the equity o
group settlers in their holdings as a resul
of their spare time work or of private eapi
tal expended on their blocks. If a man goe
on a group settlement and performs his par
to the satisfaction of the supervisor and ha
done a considerable amount of work in h
spare time, he should, if he desires to leav

Afte
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the group, have an equity in regard to his
spare time effort.

The Minister for Lands- That would en-
courage people who do aot intend to stay
on ihe blocks to get addirional money.

Mr. THOMSOXN : If the Government are
getticg value for the werk done, it is all
right.

The Xinister for Lands: I am doubtful if
we are.

Mr. THOMSON : Uader Agrieultural
Junk conditions if ther: is an equity over
and above the liability, the settler is entitled
to reap the benefit of that equity.

The Minister for Land:: No man under
Agricultural Bank conditions has had as
much assistance as have the group settlers.

AMr. THOMSOXN: The group settlement
scheme s before us, and we desire to make
it & success.

The Minister for Land:: The State has to
be proteetec.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 want to protect ihe
State.

The Minister for Land=: No. you don't.

Mr. THOMSON: I am making these sug-
westions because I want people of courage
and ability to stay upon their blocks, Such
people are leaving their holdings to-day.

The Minister for Lands: There is only an
udd one or two leaving now.

Mr. THOMSON: There is another case
that I can quote to illustrate what has been
going on. When the Industries Assistance
Board was estsblished firct, large quantities
of ehaff were bought. In my electorate
there was a settler who required chaff, and
a neighbour agreed to sel! him his require-
ments at the rate of £3 or £6 per ton, pro-
vided he helped to cut the chaff and sup-
plied his own bags. The man did so, and
naturally conciuded that the Board wonld
charge him £6 per ton for the chaff. Then
the Board levied a ilat rate of £14 per ton
for chaff, and althongh thir man had secured
his supplies at a cost of £6 per ton, he was
rendere¢. an account at the higher price.
That was hrought under nur notice when we
were travelling through the distriet. Again,
one settler had permissien to purchase a
cow, and it cost the depasrtment nothing fo
get it hecause it was driven fo his farm,
When his aceount was rendered he was
charged £2 for overheail expenses.

The Minister for Lands: In one or two
cases that mistake was made, but the mis-
take was rectified as soon as attention was
drawn to it.

Mr. George: I bad one or two instances
and they were put right straight away.

Mr, THOMSON: I am simply drawing
attention to the policy of flat rate charges.
A third proposal put before the Minister
by the Country Party when they waited
upon him was the following:—

To support the policy of the provisional erec-
tion of gilos to be paid for by the settlers per
medium of advances from the Agrieultural
Bank. To be available when suitable crops are
grown. The policy of comprehensive instal-
lation of silos by contract if suitable erops are
available meets with the approval of the Coun-
try Party, and that one plant for carting and
clevating silos be provided for each group.

It seems to me that the Government shouli!
give serious consideration to this guestion.

The Minister fur Lands: I am going to
see a stlo on Friday afternoon next. It is
being constructed now.

Mr. THOMSON: I am glad to know that.
If we are to give the settlers the oppor-
tunity to carry on suecessfully we must
furnish them with additional funds to
enable them to erect silos so as to maintain
continuity of fodder supplies.

The Minister for Lands: We cannot do
everything at once,

Mr. THOMSON: We realise that. I sin-
cerely regret the untimely death of the Cor.-
troller of Group Settlements, Mr. Richard-
son. The State has lost the services of a
valnable oflicer who had been carrying on
his shoulders the burden of one of the big:
gest schewmes ever launched in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: In the world.

Mr. THOMSON : I regret he was not per-
mitted to live to see the completion of hiy
work. As a party we went f{o the
Minister for Lands on the occasion I
have vreferred to, without any politi-
cal object in view. Cur only purpose was
to protect the interests of the State and
to see that settlers had a more reasonable
chanee of success than they have under
existing conditions.

. The Minister for Lands: You wanted us
to pav them for every hour they worked.
That is what vou asked for.

Mr. THOMSON: We did not ask for
that, but what we did ask was that if land
that originally cost £i4 or £15 per acre to
elear, could be cleared for £9 an acre, work
nt the cheaper rate should be encouraged
and the settlers should not be limited
respecting their earnings. Tt would be a
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sound proposition not to limit the settlers’
earnings.

The Minister for Lands: If it is worth
£15 an acre they get paid £13, and not £9.

Mr. THOMSON : No, they do not.

The Minister for Lands: A lot of trees
were left on the blocks at first.

Mr. THOMSON: There 1s partial clear-
ing that was estimafed fo cost £25 an acre.

The Minister for Lands: The position is
different now from what it was at the
outset.

Mr. THOMSON: I know that there is
some difference,

Sitling suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. THOMSON : Before tea 1 was deal-
ing with group settlement and with the
Jimitation of earnings. Let me read this
letter from a settler on Group 26, a letter
that appeared in the “Primary Producer”—

I am sending you a list of cows and par-
tieulars, as supplied by the Group Settlement
Department, asking you te publish in the
‘‘Primary Producer,’’ for the benefit of all
subseribers.  This matter refers to Mr. Ang-
win’s gliding scale, re reducing 30s. per month
from cows on the settlers’ holding, I suppose
Mr. Angwin is led to beliove that a setiler is
obtaining profit, i.c., despatching cream from
these great cows or ‘“tamma rats,’’ as one
settler calls them., I have four cows and, ac-
eording to thc seale, I shall be reduced £6 per
month. My earnings, or loans will total £13
10s. per month from this large loan I have to
exist upon. There is no hope at all in remain-
ing here after struggling for nearly three years,
My location, No. 8221, js 116 neres. 32 have
been cleared, 25% laid down in P. pasture, re-
mainder for intense cultivation, fenced, and
half a house, total cost {not guite sure) about
€1,00. If all goes well, J. on my own, with
no assistanecc whatever, will clear 25 acres on
contract for £285, and buy my own gelignite,
Herewith the cost and production of my stock:

Cows—

No. 2373.—Ayrshire and TJersey; price £21
18¢. 2d.; dry in calf,

No. J672.—8horthorn, price £15; dry, be-
tiecved barren.

No. J 740.—Shorthorn, pricc £14; produces
five pints per day.

No. J 763.—Aryshire and Jersey, price, don’t
know; produccs nine pints per day.

Horse, aged.

Two calves (heifers)—Cow NWo. 740 supplies
milk for these,

Three pigs.

The cost to me for the ahove, without in-
terest, is approximately £10 per menth. Where
does my family come in, wifc and three little
children? T think Mr, Angwin. through his
officials, has studied the stock hefore the set-
tlers’ family.

Y have a great deal of sympathy with the
Minister, who is earrying a very heavy re-
sponsibility, and I have alse sympathy for
the settlers, wbo are working under very
diffieult conditions. The State should face
the position and put the group settlers on a
sound footing, giving them at least a rcason-
able chance of suceess. It is of no use onr
saying from an accountant’s point of view
that we have cleared so much land and that
the settlers owe us so much money, if there is
no chanee of those settlers paying that
money. Last year we passed a Bill that,
in my interpretation, provides that the Agri-
cultural Bank shall value those properties
and take them over.

The Minister for Lands: Where did you
see in that Bill anything about valuing?

Mr. THOMSON : I had from the Mimsier
an assurance that it was so.

The Minister for Lands:
ing of assessed value.

Mr. THOMSON: It is the same thing.
If you assess a man’s block at £2,000 and he
is not in a posifion to pay, it is of no use
charging it up against that man. We have
a precedent in what has been done in respect
of the elients of the Industries Assistanece
Board. There were debited against those
men large sums of money, imposing upon
the settlers a load they could not carry. The
result was that the Agricultural Bank or the
Industries Assistance Board had to tell those
clients to got off their holdings, and after-
wards had to aceept a price by public tender.
So the department bad to face a consider-
able reduction in the debt capitalised on the
various holdings, Now we are faced with the
same position in respect of group settlement,
and the sooner we make a proper valuation
of the blocks and put the men on a sound
financial basis, giving them a echance of sue-
vess, the sooner will those seltlers be in a
position to pay the State interest and some
portion of their capital liability, and so it
will be the better for all.

The Minister for Lands: There is a great
difference between the Industries Assistance
Board and group settlement.

My. THOMSON: TIn point of principle,
there is none.

The Minister for Lands: To begin with,
the Industries Assistance Board did not as-
sist for improvements,

Mr. THOMSON: As we had to write
down the value of our securities in respect
of Industries Agsistance Board clients, so we
have now to face the same position in respect
of our group seftlers. Tn the interests of

You are think-
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:he State, the sooner it is done the better. It
would be more satisfactory to have only half
‘he groups going, and konow that the settlers
ire in a fair way to achieve success, than to
rave the full number of groups, but with
18lf the settlers overloaded beyond hope, 1f
we grapple with the position just as the Min-
ister grappled with the Industries Assistance
Board position, it will be greatly to the
benefit of the State. If we have to write
off anything, let us do it guickly.
The Minister for Lands interjected.

Mr. THOMSON: Not altogether. There
was departmental supervision and insistence
upon methods. In my own district there were
Industries Assistance Board men who had to
put in wheat, notwithstanding that practical
experience had proved that it meant disaster,
Yet under the policy of the Government that
was fhe only method by which those men
rould get assistance.

The Minister for Lands: It is strange
that 2,000 or 3,000 I.A.B, clienis paid off
everything.

Mr. THOMSON: I admit it. But quite
a considerable number of I.A.B. clients had
to leave their holdings, after which a e¢on-
siderable sum was written down. The Gov-
ernment met the position with commonsense
methods, and I say the same thing ought to
be done in respect of group settlers, so that
we might keep the men on their holdings.

The Minister for Lands: I am glad you
admit the Government did it. When speak-
ing at Bunbury, you said you had done it.

Mr, THOMSON: T said nothing of the
sort.

Hon. G. Taylor: The “Primary Produeer”
said youn had made a mistake.

Mr. THOMSON: It did nof appear in the
“Primary Producer.”

The Minister for Lands:
paper I do read.

My, THOMSON: It is certainly worth
reading, for it contains some good malter.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And some that
is not good.

Mr. THOMSON: In the Speech, under
the heading of “Land Settlement,” we find
this paragraph—

It is the one

Land settlement returns indicate a continued
active demand for agricultural lands, The
areas selected during the year, exclusive of pas-
toral leases, totalled 2,023,236 acres, an inereasc
of over 400,000 acres on the total area seleeted
during 1924-25.

Under the head of “Production” we then get
this paragraph—

The area placed under crop for wheat for the
1925-26 season constituted a record for West-
ern Australia. Unfortunately, dry weather dur-
ing the critical growing period prevented the
fulfilment of the estimated record harvest. The
area under ¢rop this year represents a further
substantial aereage inerease and, with a con-
tinuance of favourable weather conditions, a
record harvest is assured. Authorisations by
the Agricultural Bank were issued during the
year for clearing 293,380 acres, involving an
expenditure of £365,636.

1 congratulate the Government on their cua-
tinuance of what is the only policy possible
for Western Australia. While Ministers may
do all they can to encourage secondary in-
dustries, T hope they will not adopt the form
of encouragement that the unions exhibit to-
wards land settlement. Aceording to the

“Statistical Register,” wealth ereated in this
Siate and sent overseas last year amounted
to £14,664,548. It will be illuminating to
those members who hold that the primary
producers are of little vaine to the State to
learn that the wool exported last year was
of the value of £3,736,700; hides and skins,
£477,437; bark, £40,136; wheat, £5,158,020;
flour, £968,501; heef, £99,052; fruit, £240,-
534, or u total of £10,725,981, or approxi-
mately three-quarters of the total wealth
created in MWestern Australis. Of course,
timber, pearl shell, sandalwood, tin and gold
were also exported, but I repeat that of the
£14,664,648 worth of wealth created and sent
overseas to bring fresh money into West-
ern Australia to help earry on industry here
the purely primary producis produced prac-
tically three-fourths. Certainly we have
something upon which to congratulate our-
selves.

The Minister for Lands: When vou say
we,”” I suppose yvou include all members of
this Honse?

. Mr. THOMSON: We are the only party
who claim to be the direct representatives
of the primary producers.

The Minister for Lands: No doubt you
“elaim” to be.

The Premier: Of course the Leader of the
Oppesition never represented the primary
prodncers!

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And never did
anvthing for them!

The Premier: Never! These “Johnny-
come-latelys” are the only ones who did!

Mr. THOMSON: There are people wha
claim a ecertain amount of credit for the

i
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land settlement policy of this State, .but
Lord Forrest was the first to introduce it

The Minister for Lauds He was the ﬁrs:
Premier.

‘Mr. THOMSON + And tha.l: pblley Has
been continved by suecessive (overnments.
Each Government has earried out a . lamid:
settlement poliey, because it was the only
policy possible for Western Australia, '[
give credit not ouly to the present Govern-
ment but Lo previons .Governments who fos-
tered lang settlement and developrhent.'" In
1915 the Primary Producers’ Association at
its conference laid down certain condirions
for the suecessful settlement of people on the
land. The policy. then prepared and enun-
ciated is in operation to-day.

The Minister for Lands: And was in ex-
istence years before that.

Hon. Sir James Mlt.chell
of it.

Mr. THOMSON: That the wen - who
framed that policy had a thorough knowledge
of land settlement is evidenced hy the faet
that the Governments since then have given
effect to it, and to-day it is the law of the
land.

The Minister for Lands: There has heen
no alteration of the policy for years.

Mr. THOMSON: If the Leader of the
Opposition desires it; T shall supply him with
the date on which it was adopted.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It reminds me
of Pickering on groups.

Mr. THOMSON : The national debt is ap-
proximately £172 per head of population.

The Minister for Lands: And it wili be
bigger by the time we build all the railways
that are wented.

Mr. THOMSON: So long as the railways
are reproduetive, there will be no cause for
complaint. Only by pushing out railways
into the virgin land ean we foster sebtle-
wment. We are not in the happy positior
of States that have valuable rvivers capable
of being utilised to transport produce to
market. The only possible way to open
up our State is by adopting a beld vigorous
policy of railway construction.

Mr. Mann: Is not motor transport play-
ing a part?

Mr. THOMSON: Of course it is, but the
only way in which we can effectively open
up this country is by grid-ironing it with
rmiways, and the soener that is dene the
better. The Agricultural Bank has been do-
ing excellent work. It has heen stated that

I never hearq

this institution is not interfered with by the
Government, but it, seems to me: that some
instructions must have gone forth, becaunse
there: is now a greater insistence upon the
payment of interest due to the bank than
there was formerly. 1 have one or two In-
stances of men having been forced off their
land .owing to the demands of the Agrieul-
tural Bank. -

.The Minister for Lands: The only instrue-
uons the bank received are laid down in the
Act of Parliament.  The trustees ‘did not
bave any matrnctions w hates er from the Gov-
ernmenl,

The Premier:
some client? e

‘Mr. THOMSON: Then it is a remarkable
reversal of. attitude on the part of the Agri-
eultuml ‘Bapk. Tn the past the trustees have
given eclients all possible consideration. T
recognise that interest should, and must be
paid when men are in a p031t10n to pay it,
but thexe have been instancos in which more
consideration should have been shewn, At
least two instances occurred in my own elec-
torate. .

-Mr. Mavshall: Did you make personal in-
quiries into cach of those cases?

My, THOMSON : Before tea the Minister
said that ome of the reasons why I was
against the groups was because he had not
purchased land in my district for group set-
tlement. T regret that the Minister should
have midde such a statement.” Let me deal
briefly with a proposal which was placed
before: the Government. When Sir James
Mitchell returned from Emngland, he said it
was his intention to plant 10,000 acres of
vines, Natorally, the people in various
districts of the Great Southern desired closer
setflement in their localities, and they sub-
mitted proposals to the Minister. Tn my
district a committee composed of praetieal
men prepared a scheme, which was submitted
to the then Premier, Unfortunately, nothing
was done.

The Premier: Unfortunalely, nothing was
done so far as you are concerned in another
matter also.

., THOMSON: When the propmal was
p]need hefore the present Minister for Lands,
he said he was not able, under the existing
migration agreement. to eonsider the purchase
of land for closer settlement purposes. The
then aereement provided that migrants were
to he settled on Crown lands. When the
new agreement was signed, T, at the direction

“Have you not a letter from
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of the vigilance committee at Katanning,
placed betore the Minister the following
proposal dated the 2nd May, 1924,

The Minister for Lands: That was not
unider the new agreement.

Mr. THOMSOXN: The proposal was set
ont thus—

In complinnee with your request to the vigil-
ance cemmitiee for data in regard to group
settlement in this distriet, I have been asked to
-give you all available information. As you are
aware this district has already proved itself in
the industry of viticulture. Mr. Morris Trim-
ming, of Trimming Brothers, Woodanilling, has
been growing currants and sultanas for the
past nine years. This he started@ to do in tho
first place as a hobby with two acres, His vine-
yard has extended unti! to-day he has 12 acres
under currants and sultanas, with 10 acres in
bearing. His fruit has proved of such good
quality that he hins always been able to digpose
of it locally at 1ull market rates. Last season’s
crop, which averaged over a ton te the acre,
was sold, currants at 6d. per 1b. and sultanas at
1s. per 1b.,, or £56 per ton for currants and £112
per ton for sultanas., For this season’s crop
Mr. Trimming has been offered £5 per ton over
market value for his produce.

We have still further proof in our distriern
of its suitability for viticulfure. In June of
last year the committee had a visit from Mesars,
Heighton and Bolton, whe were at that time
employed as foremen by Barrett-Lennard’s, in
the Swan area. Both Mr. Heighton and Mr.
Boiton had been there for over two years. Mr.
Heighton’s experience extends te practical ex-
perience in England and France, and he is an
expert viticulturist. These gentlemen were very
satisfied with the land here, and finally settled
and set to work immediately to put in a 5U-
acre vineyard of currants and sultanas. They
commenced planting in August, and did uot
finish till October. We have had only 78 points
of rain in this district since that time, and the
enclosed photograph is the most convincing
proof that vines grow and flourish here under
most adverse conditions.

After careful study the committee have come
to the conelusion that a settler wounld require
at least 100 acres of land to carry on effec-
tively—twenty acres of this to be used for
vines, and the balance for growing fodder and
running fowls, cows, and a few pigs, The
settler would not get any returns from his vines
till the third year of planting. During that
period of waiting he could, with three cows, 40
fowls, and a few pigs, and by growing his own
vegetables, bhe pretty well self-supporting.
There would be a ready market for his ercam,
as a company for a butter factory has been
fioated here.

C'osts.—These have heen taken very fully to
cover every possible need of the settler, but
as shown when disse~ted many of them would
not be required for immediate use, and could
nossibly be bought by the settler himself at a
later date.

Tand. 100 aeres at £6 per acre—£600,
House—£250 first year.

-1
-1

Cows (3), £25 first year,

Fowls, 40 at 2s. 6d.—£5 firat year.

Horse, cart, and harness—£30,

Plough, chains, and harness—£12 10s, nrst
year.

Trays (drying), 200 at 3s.—&37 10s. third
year.

Stables and sheds—£50 first year.

Cultivator—£25,

Full cost of planting,
labour and vines—=£240.

Fencing (outside), at £30 per mile—£45.

Trellis—£120 second year.

Water conservation—£75 firat year,

Total—£1,530.

Land.—The price placed on the land ia the
average for cleared land. The actual prices of
lan@ offcred to the committee are £4, £3, and
£6, the biggest portion (6,000 acres) of which
can be bought at not higher than £35 2s. 6d.
In the majority of offers most of the land is
cleared, fenced, and watered, so that the price
is not cxecssive when compared, say, with the
Swan district, where one Las to pay from £30
to £60 per acre unecleared, The cost could be
capitalised and spread over several years.

House.—Will be essential, and the price is
about right.

Cows and fowls.—These items go to make
the settler self-supporting. As there is o butter
factory to be started here in the near future,
ready eash can be obtained for the settler’s
cream’ which, allowing for two cows in milk
at a time, should return him £1 per week.
Fowls, allowing that he has a return of 24 eggs
daily from 40 fowls, which would not be very
hard in a small place where time is given to
them, 'would return 14s. per week. These two
items alone would reduce the cost of living
greatly, beside which he could grow his own
vegetables.

including extra

The point T wish to stress is that a praetical
scheme was submitted to the Government
in 1924, and no notice was taken of it.
After considerable insistence I received the
following letter from the Minister for
Lands dated the 23rd June, 1926—

Your letter of the 4th March, re purchase of
Areas for viticultural propositions, has again
heen reconsidered by the Agricultural Bank
trustecs, who have given the matter the most
careful consideration. They state that serious
losses have been incurred by the bank on viti-
cultural propositions, and further risk of this
nature cannot be undertaken.

On the 27th T received a letter from Mr.
Jazo, Secretary to the Minister, in the
following terms— ‘

In reply to your letter of 25th inst, I am
directed by the Hon. Minister for Lands to
reply that he has not dome anything much in
the matter of vour recommendations respecting
viticulture. Manv of the blecks at present.
worked under the Soldier Settlement Scheme
will need eonsiderable writing down owing to
fruit values having deereased in  the frnif
markets of the world. He is doubtfnl whether
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it would be advisable to purchase land for viti-
cultyre under the Group. Settlement Scheme
owing to the prevailing conditions.

The proposal was a practical one. The land
was cleared and adjacent to the town.
Hospital accommodation was close at hand
where the group settlers could be accom-
modated if necessary. It has been demon-
strated by the production of wine in the
district and of eurrants and sultapas that
the proposition is a paying one. These men
have shown that they could produce cur-
ranfs and sultanas of a value equal to any-
thing grown in Australia. The land had
cost only £6 per acre.’ No irrigation was
required, the rainfall is ample and the dis-
triet is suitable. These men bave shown
what can be done, but when they ask for
assistance from the Agrienltural Bank their
request is turned down, because in the
opinion of " the department it is oot a
business proposition for the bank to under-
take. :

Mr. Lutey: Have not some of the old
settlers rooted up their vineyards in that
district?

Mr, THOMSON: One vineyard was up-
rooted. Messrs. F. & C. Piesse had a vine-
yard. The port wine made from the
Katanning vines was the best produced
in Australia. That statement was made by
the manager for Penfolds, who ought to
be an authority on the question. The
reason why the vineyard was uprooted was
that the family did not desire to be eon-
neeted with the business, and allowed the
vines to go to rnin. It was not a question
of this not being a paying proposition. The
Lands Department, however, said it was
not in the interests of the State that money
should be advanced for the encouragement
of vitieulture. This statement was made
over the signature of the Minister and of
his seeretary. If it is not a sound business
proposition to do this why do we employ
a vitienltural expert?

The Minister for Lands: No Government
would interfere with the bank trustees,

Hon. (. Taylor: That is une thing sacred
from you. ’

Mr. THOMSON: That is all very well.
What are the Government doing in connec-
tion with the Publie Works Department
when they insist that all work should be
done by day lahour?

The Minister for Lands: No Act of Par-
liament says that.

The Premier: You have already spoken
about that, but of course there are now a
lot of your friends in the gallery.

Mr. THOMSON : 1f the Government
policy was to encourage vitieulture, I am
sure the bank would make advances on the
propositions placed before it, as it is doinyg
with regard to froit and other industries.

The "Minister for Lands: You know the
Government have no right to lay down a
poliey for the Agrieultural Bank trustees.
Parliament has done that by statute.

Mr, THOMSON: It has been laid down
hy the Government that no advances are
to be made to any client of the bank who 13
outside the radius of 1214 miles from the
railway line.

The Minister for Lands: That has no:
been laid down by the Government.

My. THOMSON : We know it is the
accepted poliey of the Agricultiiral Bank.

The Minister for Lands: Not that of the
Government.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister says he
does not interfere with the poliey of the
Agrieultural Bank, but that poliey 1is
dictated by the Government.

The Minister for Lands: Nothing of the
kind. ’

Mr, THOMSON: It is so. )

The Mipister for Lands: That is not cor-
rect. The policy is laid down by the
trustees. You have been playing bluff on
your eleetors.

Mr. THOMSON: The Agrienltural Bank
is supposed to assist people who desire to
establish themselves on the land in various
industries. 1t is now elaimed that the
Agricultural Bank, in view of the serious
losses it has incurred, will not make any
advances to encourage viticnlture. Why
are we importing into the State thousandsz
of pounds worth of wine a year? If the
Government think it is right to assist groun
settlers, supply the whole of their require-
ments, and assist settlers in the wheat belt,
in wool growing, potafo growing, fruit
growing and in other directions, this indus-
try of vine growing is also entitled to the
same econsideration. The settlers I refer
to have a right to demand it. It is only
common justice that ithey should receive it.
The men in my distriet have suffered priva-
tions, and are entitled to assistance to tide
them over their difficulties.
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The Mamster for Lands: You know tae
Government have no right to lay down the
bank’s poliey.

Mr, YTHOMSON: 1t the Government said
it was their policy to assist people in
all classes of agricoltural industry, I am
convineed that this application for assist-
ance would immediately be granted.

The Minister for Lands: Ancd you would
be the first member to cvy out against the
Government for doing it.

Mr. THOMSON: Not at all.

The Minister for Lands: You would say
we had no right te do it.

My, THOMSON: If the bank fulfilled iis
functions in assisting seltlers on the land,
the men who have demonstraied that vitienl-
ture is a suecess in my district would also
be assisted. This fact Lad previously been
demonstrated by Trimm:ng Brothers of
Woodanilling. 7The members of the Vigi-
lance Committee were generous enough to
come forwarc and state that this was a rea-
sonable -chanee for men who could not take
on the laborious work of group settlement,
or making a living only by milking cows,
and that this wus a schene that would ap-
peal to men who were in a position to fake
it on.

The Minister for TLamwis: There are too
manv schemes for the :nomey we have to
advanee.

Mr. THOMSON : T wrsh to voice my pro-
test arainst this.

The Minister for Lands: Vgice it to the
Agricultural Bank trustecs.

Me. THOMSON: I am told that they are
above political control.
voiced my opinion there, and am eXercising
my right as a member to veice my protest
here.

The Minister for Lands: Did not the letter
say the question was referrud to the trustees?

Mr. THOMSON : That is correet.

The Minisier for Lands: Well, that is the
position,

Mr. THOMSOXN: T have read the letter.
I am not tryinz to alter anything. The
blame lies with the Government.

The Minister for Lands: The Government
have nothing to do with ihe policy of the
bank.

Mr. THOMSON: I am glad {0 know the
Government are re-valuing wvarious bloeks
under the soldier settlement scheme, with a
view to writing down the capital to a rea-
sonable amount for the setilers to carry.
The Commonwealth Government in this re-
speet have been exceedingly generons. The
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[ have already -

’remier relers to these things as doles. 1
regard thew as a folfilment of the promises
made by them to assist the State in estab-
lishing soldiers upon the land. They hon-
ourably carried out their undertaking when
they made a grant of £790,000 to the State.
This will give those who ‘vere unfortunately
placed on land which has been proved to be
over-capitalised, and in some places wnsuit-
able for the purpose intrnéed, a reasonable
chance of suceess,

Mr. George: Tt is only giving us our own
money ihat they have robued us of.

Mr. THOMSON: T am discussing the
position as we find it. T am glad that Mr.
Moran has been engaged hy the Agricultural
Bank to re-value the Scuth-West. I hope
the £7%0,000 will he agreed to by the Federat
Parliament.  If the soldier settlers are
brought down te a reasonable uasis of ecapi-
talisution they will have a better chance of
making a suceess than they have under pre-
zeni eonditions. I am indeed pleased that
the Government have provided water sup-
plies in vavious parts of tle dry areas and
that the zolcfields mains have been extended.
That represents a sound policy. However,
the water is not a gift to the residents, who
have to pay for the supply, and are quite
willing {0 do so, 1 mention this because
=gme members of the Chamher enncider that
agriculturists are always irving to zet things
free. T note that a snm of £205.000 is to be
cxpended on drainage in the South-West.
Tt is essential that the group setilers should
have drainage, in order lhat they may carry
on suceessfully.

The Minister for Lands: There is more
money than that to be provided.

Mr. THOMSON: T know that a total of
ahout £300,000 is to be cxpended on this
drainage work cventually. In respeet of-
part of the expenditure, levies are to be
mace upon those who will benefit from the
drainage. 1 presume ths proposal is to put
& percentage of the eost on the group
settlers, and a percentage on the owners of
private Jands that will bencfit, In this con-
nection I trust that private owners will be
afforded an opportunity lo protect their in-
terests. The private owners ought to be
consulted on the question if levies are to be
imposed on them. With 1egard to forestry.
it is satisfactory to learn that this State ex-
ported last year £1.500.000 worth of timber.
Unfortunately the expori iz prineipally in
the form of sleepers going tn South Afriea
and India. I am afraid we are not in a
position to export much of our seantling and
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other small timber, Both the State sawmills
and the private sawmills find themselves
faced with ah unfortunate position. Our
economic position is false, owing to the
Navigation Aet having forced quite a pum-
ber of ships off the Australian coast. In
the Commonwealth Parliament it was re-
cently stated es a reasou for cemanding a
considersble increase in the tarif on tim-
ber that it costs 2s. per bundred super.
more to bring timber from Tasmania to Mel-
bourne, a run of 16 or 18 hours across Bass
Strait, than to bring seftwood from the Bal-
tic or California to Melbourne. This fact
shows the unsoundness of the economiec
system that is being built up in Australia.
1 shall not deal with the question of how the
administration of the Federal Government
affects us, becanse that can be done when the
Premier brings forward his motion. 1 am
ulad to note that for the first time our forest
resources are assuming proportions that will
render our timber asset one of great per-
manent valne. I congratulate the Govern-
ment and the Conservator of Forests on thai
poliey, and in this respect T also give credit
to the Lefroy Ministry and its Minister for
Forests, Mr. R. T. Robinson. As a result of
the policy then initiated, we have the excel-
lent news appearing in the Govermor’s
Speech.

The Premier: The policy started further
haek. It started when I appointed Mr. Lane-
Poole Conservator of Forests.

Mr. THOMSOXN: In my opinion a grave
injustice has been done by the previous Gov-
ernment, and also by the present Gov-
vrnment, to the late member for Sussex, Mr.
Pickering, who was chairman of the Forestry
Royal Commission. The evidence taken by
" that (‘ommission was most valuable, and the
chairman should at least have been recouped
for the expense to which he was put in visit-
ing the Eastern States.

The Premier: How ean you blame this
Government for that? :

Mr. THOMSON : The present Government
should have done justice ta Mr. Pickering,
who rendered signal serviee to this State
as chairman of the Commission.

The Premier: We shounld have done some-
thinz that (he previous Government refused
to do! That is vood.

Aly. THOMSON: Tt is natural that the
Giovernment should endeavour to stahilise the
goldmining indostry. T trust that the Gov-
ernment’s suggestion for a eentral power

station will materialise, and that it will prove
ot great benefit to an industry that is lang-
vishing. Sueh a movement must be highly
beneficial in reducing costs. The member for
Yilgarn (Mr. Corboy}—who I regret to see
is nol present—congratulated the Govern-
ment on the good things which they have
done.  When sitting on this side of the House
that hon. member debated at considerable
length the action of the late Minister for
Mines, Mr. Secaddan, with regard to people
inlerested in the mining industry at Ravens-
thorpe. For my part, I congratulate the
present Government upon baving appointed
a Royal Commissioner to inquire into the
mining industry, though up to the present
we do not seem to have derived rmuch benefit
from the Commissioner’s report. Some peo-
ple go so far as to say that the Commissioner
learnt here more than he was able to teaeh
thuse engaged in the Western Australian
mining industry.

Mr. Marshall:
vou referring to?

My, THOMSON: Mr. Kingsley Thomas.
With regard to the Ravensthorpe smelter
case as exposed in the law courts——

The Premier: Those people have had an
organiser at Yilgarn too. He is roaming all
round the place.

Mr, THOMSON : The position is not cred-
itable to the Government, as regards those
interested in the case.

The Premier: You do uot know anything
abont 1t.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 propose to give the
PPremicr something he does not know.

The Premier: You are going to read a lot
of stuff yon do not understand, stuff whieh
has been prepared for you. T ecan see it is
typewritten.

Mr. TILOMSOXN: T have here a copy of a
circular sent to all members of the Honse
on the 12th December, 1922, The matter was
fully debaied, nnd a case was put up by the
member for Yilgarn, who said that the action
of the {hen Government was absolufely im-
moral and that they were not doing justice
to the people eoncerned in the case.

The Premier: The people whe have sup-
plied you with a brief.

My, THOMSON: The Ravensthorpe
smelter ease initiated with the Seaddan Gov-
crnment, when Mr. Hodson was member for
the distriet.

The Premier: That is not so.

What Commissioner are



[4 AucusT, 1928.] 51

My, THOMSON : Mr, Hudson was at that
time o strong suporter of the Labour Party.
The revelation of the manper in which the
business of these works was conducted——

The Premier: Whose statement are you
reuding now?

Mr. TELOMSON: A statement from peo-
ple who are interested in Ravensthorpe and
in this particular case.

T'he Premier: This is an ex parte state-
ment.

Mr. THOMSON : The diseclosures in the
Supreme Court, in the opinion of these peo-
ple, wre disgraceful.

The Minister for Mines: On 'a point of
order, Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is not
makinge his own speech; he is reading from
a statement.

Mr. THOMSON: How do you know?

The Minister for Mines: The hon. member
has a paper in his hand, and is reading to the
House somebody else’s statement. If it is his
own statement, we will accept it. If not, we
cannot aecept it in a speech of this charae-
ter.

AMr. SPEAKER: In the practice of this
Chamber, speeches written outside cannot he
delivered to the Flouse. The hon. member
may make quotations, giving his authority,
but he cannot read @ speech of others to this
Chamber,

My, THOMSON: [ am not reading a
speech prepared by others. 1 am  simply
reading o statement. T have quoted other
statements.

The Premier: You have been quoting for
the last five hours.

Mr. SPEAKER : Is the hon. member ques-
tioning my ruling?

Mr. THOMSON: No.
phasising my position.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not read a statement from outsiders on a
matter that is sub judice, unless he gives it as
a quotation and staies his anthority,

Mr. THOMSON: I am giving this as a
quotation.

The Premier: From whom are you quot-
ing?

My, THOMSOX : That is my business.

Mr. Premier: The Speaker says not. The
Rueaker savs you have fo give the authority.

Mr. THOMSON: I reserve to myself the
neht of

The Premier: You cannot quote a state-
ment here and not let the House know from
«whom it is.

T am merely em-

Mr. SPEAKIER: That is correet. An
unkuewn person c¢annot get possession of
the ear of this Chamber through an hon.
member,

The Premier: Or through a gramaphane.

AMr. THOMSON : 1 have here a pamphlet
which was distributed to all members of
the House, and I maintain that I am entitled
to draw the attention of the Housze to the
action of the Government in not finalising
a certain matter,

Mr. SPEAKER: That iz not the point.
The hon. member is quite entitled to criti-
cis2 the Government in any way he pleases.
The point is that he is not allowed to intro-
duce inte this Chamber ntterances, state-
ments, . or letters of any kind without
acquainting the House with the authority.
The hon. memher must make his own
speech, and not allow others to make it for
him.

Mr. THOMSON: I am not quoting any-
body’s speech at all. I am just quoting
facts as they are.

The Premier: On a point of order, My,
Speaker, 1 submit that the hon, member is
now prevaricating. He began by saying
that he was goiug to quote a statement
whieh had been submitted to every member
of this House some years ago. Then he
proceeded to read the statement. When he
was asked for the avthority that wrote the
statement, he deelined to give it. Nou,
whben you have ruled him ont of vrder on
those lines, he calmly and unblushingly
states, “I am not quoting at all, but I pro-
pose to give some facts” I submit that it
15 an affront to the House for the hon.
member to attempt to evade your ruling in
that manner.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member knows
he is abusing the privileges of the House
by doing what the Premier has pointed ous.
stating that he is quoting a statement antl
then immediately proceeding to <confinne
with that statement, saying it is his. That
is a eontradiction of terms, and I trusi the
hon. member will either disclose the origin
and anthorship of the slatement or cease to
quote it to this Chamber.

Mr. THOMSON: I am dealing with a
matter which has been held up for some
considerable time, and in which an amount
of about £30,000 is involved. A decisiun
has been given by the Courts, and a promise
has heen made that the money would be
paid. 1 am ecriticising the Govornment's
actinu in nnt fulfilling that promige. The
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position is that some Ravensthorpe settlers
were keenly interested in mining and put
a certain amount of muney inte auriferous
copper ore il eonnection with the Ravens-
thorpe smelters. They claimed £33,600.
The case, 1 repeat, has been dealt with by
the eourt. 1n fact, the Chief Justice practi-
cally said that_he consldered the money had
almost been stolen by the Government,
That i the statement made by the Chief
Justice, Mr. W. I, Sayer definitely stated
that he at once approved of the recom-
mendation that a reply should be sent that
the Government would not stand on their
legal rights in the way suggested, but w ould
observe the spirit of the judgment of the
court, whatever it might be. This kas been
going on since 1922 and it is not fair tu
the men who put their copper orve through
the State smelters. Tt is only fair and
reasonable that the Government should not
stand upon legal quibbles. Ti would be far
better for the Government to ke at least
generous, and to finalise the matter.

The Minister for Mines: Do you know
the facts?

The Premier: He does not know anythinz
about them.

Mr. THOMSON:
they have been presented to the public an:l
as they were presented to the Tourt.

The Minister for Mines : You do
know anything about them.

My, THOMSON: The facts are that the
case was dealt with by the Supreme Couwrt
and was taken on to the High Court. The
Government have wasted more money in
law expenses than is invelved in the Court’s
déeision, concerning whieh they are quib-
bling.

The Minister for Mines: I will give yon
the facts. The Governmenl are willing to
pay the Court’s judgment, but the people
concerned will not take the money,

The Premier: That is so. We are willing
to abide by the Court’s judgment and pay
the amount invnlved, bu! ther will not
aceept it.

Mr. THOMSOX: That is news to me.

The Premier: Of counrse it is.

Mr. THOMSON: This is 2 most remark-
able thing. I understand that the Govern-
ment are threatening to take the matter to
the Privy Counecil.

Mr. Corboy : The hon. member knows
that I fought this case in the House, and
{he reason why I have not brought it for-

not

I do know the facts as

ward again is that the parties coneernc
will not accept the Court’s decision.

Mr. THOMSON : That is contrary to m
information.

My, Corboy: Then your information |
wrong.

Mr. THOMSON : T have had the inform:
tion from several sources.

Mr. SPEAKER: This shows the justic
of the hon. member diseontinuing guotin
from incorrect anthorities.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 do not admit that
have been quoting from inaccurate auntho
ities. I aceept the information placed at m
disposal as correct. [ would not quote fro
authorities that 1 considered inaccurate.
will never do that. If 1 did not believe the
the people ai Ravensthorpe had a just elain
I would not bring it forward here.

The Minister for Mines: Why did you nc
come to the Government and get their ver
sion ?

Mr, THOMSON: Why does the Ministe
not give it to the people?

Mr. - Corboy: Twelve months ago th
money was offered to the people, but the
would not take it.

The Premier:
Swim out!

Mr. THOMSON: I win not in deep wate
judging by the way the Governmeni are at
tempting to block me from dealing with th
question.

The Premicr: Blocking you, indeed !

Mr. Corboy: As a matter of fact, th
people concerned are prepared to accept th
Court’s deeision and take the moncy, but on
man will not agree to do so and he is hlock
ing the rest.

Mr. THOMSON: The member for Yil
garn (Mr. Corboy) is far out in his gues:

Mr. Corboy: 1 know more about this mat
{er than you do.

Mr. THOMSON: The hon. member wil
have to cuess a few more times before h
will ascertain from whom 1 received the in
formation. There are people in Ravensthorp
who resent (he action of the Government i
not paying what the Court decrced.

The Premier: That is not correct.

Mr. Corboy: Tt is rot.

The Premier: The money involved in th
verdiet ot the Court has been waiting fo
them for over 12 months, and they will no
eolleet it. This kerbstone information o
yours in not ecorrect.

Mr. THOMSOXN: The people who came ft
me regarding this question ean certainly

You are in deep water
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with the money, and it is amazing to think
that they will not, as has been suggested, eol-
lect it from the department.

Mr, Corboy: 1 challenge the hon. mem-
ber to name one individeal, apart from Dun-
stan or his tributor, who will not take it.

My, THOMSON : I can do so.

Mz, Corboy: I doubt it.

Mr. THOMSON: T ean do so, but 1 will
not.

AMr. Corboy: You cannot do so, and I am
in touch with every one of them.

Mr. THOMSON: If I am to judge from
the trend of the diseussion and the attempts
to bloek me, the Guvernment are not anxious
to have the matter diseussed.

The Premier: You are falking nonsense.

Mz, THOMSON: At any rate it is grati-
fying to elieit the information that the
money is available for those desirous of tak-
ing it. I will have much pleasure in inform-
ing them that all they have to do is to go to
the department and collect their money.

Mr. Corboy: They have had the infor-
mation for over 12 months, including Dun-
stan, who gave you the information.

Mr. THOMSON: The hon. member is
wrong.

My, Corboy: No, 1 am not,

Mr. THOMSON: If the hon. member con-
tinues his guesses, he may in time name the
right party but so far he has been wide of
the mark,

The Premier: Get on te a subject you
know something about.

Mr. Corboy: Again 1 challenge the hon.
member to name anyoune apart from Dunstan
ot his tribntor, who is not willing to aceept
the money.

Mr. THOMSON: Apparently my refer-
ences have caused a ripple over the political
waters.

Mr. Corboy: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. THOMSOXN: Dealing with railway
constraction matters, I am pleased to note
that the Government propose to introduce
several new ratlway Bills, including one that
will authorise the construction of a line from
Boyup Brook to Cranbrook. That line has
bheen promised for many years past.

The Premier: That line will be in the
Nelson electorate.

Mr. THOMSON ; And part of it will be in
my electorate. Despite the wide sourees of
his information, the Premier does not know
everything. 1 regret that no provision has
been made for the classifieation of the land
from Newdegate to Albany. T would like to
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know that the Government intend to give
¢erious consideration to a promise made to
some settlers prior to my entrance to this
Chamber. In 1912 or 1913 the settlers in the
Needilup area, some 20 miles beyond Onger-
up, were promised the construction of a rail-
way extension in the then immediate future.
Unfortunately for those settlers, the Onger-
up distriet proved a failure for wheat grow-
ing, but the settlers in the Needilup district
have demonstrated amply that wheat can be
produced there profitably. L.ast season a con-
siderable quantity of wheat had to be carted
20 miles to the Ongerup siding. I hope, there-
fore, that the Government will give serious
- consideration to the position of these settlers.
I' do not propose to dealwith road eonstrue-
tion matters now, because they will receive
attention at a later stage. I wish to reiterate
my contention that the tramways, water sup-
ply and clectrieity services in the metro-
politan area should be handed over to the
loeal authorities, because those who are find-
ing the money sheuld be in charge of the
atilities named. I hope the Collie power
scheme will prove suecessful, Tt is a bold
scheme. 1 trust, however, that the Collic
and Bunbury people will fully satisfy them-
selves before they finally embark upon the
undertaking, that it will pay. To generate
clectricity at the =source of supply
should be a good proposition. 1 wish o
deal briefly with the Arbitration Aet. It is
gratifying to learn from the Government
that execllent work is being done under that
measure, but it seems to me that the Arbi-
tration Court has developed into a persecn-
tion court.

Mr. Hughes: Because a few employers
have been prosecuted!

Mr. THOMSON : No, but because the
court has concentrated recently upon a
large number of trivial eases, arising out of
which people have been fined small amounts
for not complying with some provision or
other.

The Premier: Those cases have arisen
under the Act that was passed last session.

Mr. THOMSON: Regarding the Govern-
+ment’s policy in relation to preference to
unionists, it has been ronorted that there
are more paid organisers at the Trades Hall
collecting dutes from unionists than therve are
taxation officers in the Taxation DNepartment.

The Premier: Whoever reported that?

Mr. THOMSON: Seeing that it is the
volicy of the Government that mo man can
obtain work on a Government ntility unless
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he is a unionist, T would advise the Trades
Hall anthorities to curtail their expenditure
on organisers. The Government have been
appointed by the people to a.c'.minister_t.he
affairs of the State, and 1 believe I am right
when 1 say that when Ministers took their
vath, they swore to do justice to all men.
They are not doing jusuce to all men and
the Government have ne right to lay down
a condition that no man ear work on a Gov-
ernment activity unless he is a unionist. In
doing so0, the Government are breaking the
terms of the Constitution. It has often been
stated in this House and elsewhere that when
Magna Charta was signed at Runnymede,
the people were protected against the
tyranny of kings and that thenceforth the
people had control of their own destinies.
W hat is the position to-day? I raise my
voice in protest against the actions of the
Government.

Mr. Sleeman: You dic mot raise it when
the seabs were on the wharf at Fremantle!

Mr. THOMSON: I protest against the
action of the Government when they insist
apon a man contributing to a union and to
their politieal funds before he can earn his
living. No Government hae a right to foree
any such condition upon 2 wan. Last year
when discussing the Labour Exchanges Bill
I was laughed at by the Minister for Works
wlo said my imagination was wonderful to
conceive, He ridiculed :ne because I sug-
gested it was not in the interests of the
workers. He laughed at me when T sug-
gested that it would not Le a good thing to
have a Government labour exchange only, if
the Government were to see thai no one
secured work unless he was a unionist.
Yet it was reported in the Dress the
other day that at the Labour Burean,
as one man stepped forward to ask
whether there was a job for him, Mr.
Butler demanded to see his union ticket,
and promptly pushed him thongh the win-
dew. No Government have the right to de-
mand that, hefore a man gets a job at the
TLabour Bureau, he shall show his union
ticket. Tt is taking awav ‘he liberties of the
people. Now, under the lutest ruling in the
Education Department, apparently it is the
poliey of the Government that no man in
that department shall have promotion anless
he be a unionist. T am speaking for myself
and my children, for whom I demand the
opportunity to earn their living, irrespective
of any nnion. What woulé the Premier and
his party say if a National Government took
np the same attitude and Jeclared that there

should be no work for any man who did not
subscribe to the Nationalhist Party’s funds?

The Premier: Your funds come from
more doubtful soureces.
Mr. THOMSON: We do not compel

people at the point of the bayonet to con-
tribute to our funds.

Mr. Sleeman: But at the point of the
bayonet you stopped men from earning a
living in Fremantle.

Mr. THOMSON: To-day men are not

Jpermitted to work on anv Government ac-

tivity because nine years ago those men did
their duty to the State; even after all these
vears they are denied the right of earning
their living.  Members opposite boast of
liberty, while denying their fellow men the
right to earn a living. Hon. members oppo-
site ¢ry “No victimisation”; yet no party
victimises their fellow men more than do
members sitting on that side of the House.
I am pleased to see that the Government
have finalised an agreement with the Y. A L.,
under which bovs will he placed in eountry
distriets and locked after. I have ne

-doubt the league will thus render excellent

services to the State. Again, T join issue
with my friends opposite in their support
of the union policy of limiting apprentices
in varvious trades. We find Mr. Chandler
putting forward an excellent scheme in
an endeavour to get our boys out on the
land, and now we have thic later scheme pro-
pounded by the Y.A.L. and accepted by the
Minister. But what is to become of our boys
who cannot go on the land? Where are we
going to get tradesmen if the present policy
is persisted in? The damnable thing about
it is that we are penalising our own boys.

Mr. Lutey: You have leen talking all this
while, vet you are not falking facts even
1BOW,

Mr. THOMSON: T am talking facts. The
policy of the unions is restriction of appren-
tices, one apprentice to every three men.
Where are our tradesmicr: to come from?
And, as I say, the most damnable thing
about it is that we are thus forcing our own
boys into dead-encs, compelling them to
drive hakers' carts and thz like, refusing to
allow them to become artisans and so earn
decent livings,

The Minister for Lanas: Where are the
industries fo support all vour apprentices?

Mr. THOMSON: A npion representative
haled the firm of Hill and Son before the
court for having four apprentices, the oh-
ject heing that one of the boys should he
dismissed, or, alternatively, be paid the full
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adult wage. The policy of the unions in this
respect is altorether wrong, and 1 eommend
the Y.A.L. on their endeavour to finé em-
ployment for lads in country distriets. I
shall always raise my voice against the atti-
tude of the Government ard the unions in
hampering our boys in the earning of a
living.

Mr. Panton: In this State we have the
best system of apprenticeship, the ratio
being decided by the Arbitration Court.

The Minister for Land=: Where are the
industries in Western Australia to support
the apprentices?

Mr. THOMSON: [et me turn again to
the Education Department. Prior to the
present Administration, the driving allow-
ance was open to practieally evervbody.
Howcever, in the opinion of the Government
some men were taking undue advantage of
it, men who the Goverument held were in u
position to pay for the driving of their
children to school. Some of us waited as
a deputation on the Minister, and he then
stipulated that s2ny man with an inecoma
above £400 would not be granted the driv-
ing allowance.

The Minister for Lands: A man with
£400 per annum can pay for the driving »f
his children to schaol.

Mr. THOMSON: On a very low estimata,
the cost and maintenanee of lorse and
sulky for driving children to school repre-
sents at least £30 per annum. Children
living along the railwayv lines are picked up
by the train and taken to the nearesi
sehool. I agree with that. An instance
brought under my notice coneerns a man
who, although his gross income is £400,
enjoys an inecome of only £130 in the eves
of the Taxation Department. Nevertheles:;,
he is told that he is imposing upon the
Eduecation Department and must, in future,
provide for the driving of his ehildren tn
school, even though it costs him £30 per
annum. T wonder if Ministers know how
many settlers have left their farms and
come to live in the city for want of facili-
ties for gefting their children to sehool.

The Minister for TLands: That would hap-
pen even if we had schools in every little
locality.

Mr. THOMSOXN : To withhold the driving
allowance from some, whilst permitting 1t
to others, is altogether wrong, and 1 hope
we shall be able to rectify it next March,

The Premier: You might not be included;
you might have to write again, begging b
be taken in.

Mr. THOMSON: I am sorry Mr. Munsie,
the Honorary Minister looking to the
Health Department, is not bere. He is ons
of the best Ministers for Health we have
ever had. He is keenly interested in his
department, and I want to give him every
credit for it. He has paid the utmost con-
sideration to those of us who have to pro-
vide hospital facilities in country districis.
It is only fair to ecvmmend the Governmem
for their bold hospital policy, which is one
of the ouistanding features of their ad-
ministration. I do not propose to louch
upon State ifisurance at fhis stage, but will
be prepared to express my views wlen the
question is brought before the House. L
am pleased that the Government contem-
plate providing central markets, and Y hope
that the control will be on the lines of the
amendment I moved to the molion of the
member for Perth (Mr. Mann), namely
trust on which all sections, including the
primary producers, will be represented.

The Premier : We have adopted your
views!

Mr, THOMSON": That shows great wis-
dom on the part of the (iovernment.

Mr. Mann: But I do not like the tone in
whieh the Premier said it.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 regret that one par-
Licular measnre is not mentioned in the
Speech

Mr. Hughes: Yon mean the Fair Rents
Bin?

Mr. THOMSON: T refer to the Dried
Fruits Bill.

The Premier : There are other
lhat are drv—speeches, for instance.

Mr. THOMSON: Members are cogrisant
of the position of the dried fruit industry.
Considerable trouble has been ocecasioned
through the sending of our fruit to the
Eastern States, and 1 am satisfied that
unless we adopt legislation similar to that
operating in Victoria and South \ustralia,
there will be still further trouble in store.
People interested in the dried fruits indus-
try have asked for the measure, and I trust
the Government will give the matter serious
consideration. On the finanecial proposals
of the Commeonwealth, T shall defer my
views until the motion dealing with the
matter comes up for discussion. When I
made my criticism of the Premier’s actinn,
the Press did me too mueh honour by stat-

things
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ing that it was the opinion of the Country
Party. T stated clearly that whatever views
I expressed were my own. I thank mem-
bers for the patient hearing they have given
me this evening. There have been no inter-
jections and 1 have had an cxeellent hear-
ing. Seriously, though, whatever matters
I have discussed have been brought torward
in the honest belief that my information
was correct. I elaim the privilege of ex-
pressing my views equally with members on
the Government side of the Honse. Thank
God members opposite cannot gag us,
though if they had an opportunity, they
might do se.

The Premier : You take yourself alto-
gether too seriously.

Mr. THOMSON: I am glad to have had
the opportunity once more to speak on the
Address-in-veply.

On motion by Mr, Wilson, decbate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.5 pm,

TLegislative Council,

Thursday, 5th August, 1926,

PAGT

Resignation of President ... B8, 07

Questions:  Mining—1, Miners' exominations: 2,

Miners® health, stqtistmn; 3, Compensation

to tubercular miners ; 4, Cheap power for

mines ; 5. Gold banms : 8, Third Schedule,
proclumnlion 7, \onhnmpt.on lead miners &

B Laboratory certificntes to A, WU, mlners.

Gold Astation process .. 86-8
]‘mplo)mont Norseman-Salmon Gums .. 88
South Pravince election, papers .. £8
Flour shipments ... 30

Bills - Legitimation Act Arncndmcnt. w7 BO
Supply, £1,913,500, 2R., etc. - B9
Address-in- reply, fonrth dm. o1

The TRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
noni., and vead prayers .

EESIGNATION CF THE PRESIDENT.
The Clerk rend a letter as follows:—

Perth, 4th Angust 1926, The Clerk of
Partiuments, Lerislative Couneil. TParliament
House. Sir, 1 have the honour to tender my
regignation as President of the Legis'at-ve
-Council and shall he obliged if you will in

form hon, members accordingly. Jon ord
that the Couneil may not be imconvenicnes
by the absence of a President, and also
allow time to seieet u successor, this resign
tion wili not take effect until the expiratic
of Monday, the $th inst. I have the hono
to be, Sw, Yours faithfully, (signed) E, ]
Wittenoom, President.

QUESTIONS-—(9) MINING.
Miners’ Phthisis Aci—Ezxaminations.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Honorm
Minister: 1, On what date did the medic
examination of miners, under the prov
sions of the Miner’'s Phthisis Act, con
mence? 2, On what date is it expeeted th
the initial medical examination of all mine
who come within the seope of the Miner
Phthisis Act will be completed? 3, Ts
intended that unprohibited miners who hay
undergone the initin] medieal examinatio
and bhave continued working in metallife
vus mining, shall be subject to furthe
periodal medieal examinations; if so,
what stated intervals? 4, What form ¢
medical examination has any person ou
side the seope of the provisians of th
Miner's Phthisis Act, ar il3 proclamatio
to nndergo before secnring employment, c
recommencing employment in metalliferou
mining {

The HONORARY MINISTER replied
1, 14th September, 1925. 2, Approximatel
the end of Septemnber. 3, Yes. The nque
tion of the ‘periods at which examination
will be nndertaken iy now under consider:
tion, eertain points having to be adjuste
with the Commonwealth Government, an
in regard to which correspondenee is no
proceeding. 4, The Mines Regulation A«
now requires that no person shall enter an
mine for the purpose of working therein ur
less he shall have submitted himself to
medizal practitioner for examination, an
obtained a certificate that he is free fror
tubereulosis.

Miners’ Health, Statistics.

on. J. CORNELL asked the Honorar
Minister: Are any returns available show
ing=-1. The total nnmber of miners medi
cally examined. on or bhefore 30th June
1926. under the provisions of the Miner’
Phthisis Aet? 2, The numher of miner
prohibited from further mining work on ar
count of—(a) ‘tuberenlosis complicated b,
stlicosis. fibrosis, or pneumoconiosis; (h



